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dozen friends, we have thousands of followers. Keeping up with our 

digital companions in analog ways would be impossible -- especially 
when we dont all share the same spoken language. While we'll never 
meet the vast majority of the like-minded smartphone-havers with 
whom we share likes and retweets, we know what makes them tick -- 
we know exactly how to keep it all (00. 
Like all symbols, the beauty of emojiis how they transcend barriers of 
language. In much less than 140 characters, we can explain ourselves 
and exactly how we feel. In a way, emoji may even be an improvement -- 
a better and more complete way to communicate. 
When words fail you, reach for,some As 

needs no clarification, and “needs no further explanation. 

This is an appropriate lense through which to see San Francisco, the 
digital hub of the world’s social media army. There are as many ways to 
describe the peculiarity of our place -- the way the late afternoon sun 
turns the hills golden, the simple perfection of a well-executed meal, the 
inexorable roll of the fog over the bridge -- as there are people. We all 
havea reason why we came here and why we stay here. It may be to 


watch the @*. Maybe were a huge fan of craft “a . For some of us, 
“Frisco” is encapsulated in a bicycle, in a wrap of foil, in a cup of coffee. 
In those instances, one emoji is worth well more 
than a thousand words. It’s pure language. 
What’s your San Francisco moment? What’s 


These are some of ours. — Chris Roberts 


Ge it feels we’ve out-innovated ourselves. Instead of a few 
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BEST FIGHTING GYM 


415-255-9443 

fightandfitness.com 

Leave the Crossfit injuries to your coworkers 

and ditch the screaming-in-your-face-before- 
sunrise bootcamp. There is no endorphin boost 
like getting in fighting shape. That phrase is not 
just an aphorism; the level of fitness required to 
adequately defend yourself and stand a chance 
against someone fitting to knock you out has no 
parallel. Getting there is hard work, but trainers 
skilled in Muay Thai, jiu-jitsu, and boxing teach 
classes morning, noon, and night at this Mission 
District staple co-owned by UFC fighter and 
Golden Gloves champion Chris Cariaso and Muay 
Thai master Bunkerd Faphimai. Kids and adults 
of all fitness levels can also try out a class before 
deciding which discipline is best for them — and 
if trading blows is not your thing, no worries. You 
can learn all the moves and become ring-ready 
without ever throwing a punch. Sometimes know- 
ing you could is more than enough. 


BEST TEST OF MENTAL 
METTLE 


57 Post St. 
415-393-0101 
milibrary.org 





When gold was found and San Francisco was in 
its infancy, more was needed to occupy the minds 
of the young city’s denizens than whiskey and 
cutthroat commerce. An integral part of foster- 
ing education and inspiration for the pioneer 
city’s creative class — the writers, engineers, and 
inventors who turned the roughneck frontier 
town into the imperial Paris of the West — the 
Mechanics’ Institute boasts the oldest chess club 
in the United States, with April 24, 1855 pegged 
as its founding date (though top-notch chess was 
played here a year or two prior, when the French 
consul was a top-rated player). Today, beginners 
can learn from grandmasters in organized classes, 
and embark on the path to mastery themselves 
via regular tournaments every weekend and on 
Tuesday nights, for when you can’t devote an 
entire weekend to the game of kings. If a match 
ends in defeat, lick your wounds and ponder 
what went wrong in the classic, well-apportioned 
library — the ideal setting for consulting a re- 
source for plotting your next move: revenge. 


BEST LEGIT WAY TO FRIS- 
BEE ON THE BEACH 


bayareadisc.org 

Nothing caps off a nice day at the beach like a 
mouthful of sand — especially if the grit in your 
teeth is the reward for the grit required to splay 
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572 HOWARD ST 
415-834-5225 


WWW.IGZACTLY420.COM 
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flat-out on your stomach, for the prize of a plastic 
disc in your hand, and all the glory that comes 
along with it. If you think Ultimate Frisbee is the 
pursuit of campus slackers skipping class on the 
quad, think again: Sprinting on the sand and nav- 
igating throws through the unpredictable Ocean 
Beach wind is challenge enough for serious ath- 
letes. Yet the Bay Area Disc Association’s beach 
league keeps it real and welcoming to novices as 
part of its philosophy, and sprinkles in newbies 
with vets on each team to put it in practice. You'll 
never look at a beach day the same way again. 


BEST LESS-SUNG WAR- 
RIOR 


Coach Steve Kerr was not the only fresh face 
when the Golden State Warriors began their 
incredible and still a bit unbelievable rise to 

the best team in NBA history. Sitting there on 
the edge of the bench, Shaun Livingston was a 
near-anonymous journeyman, playing with his 
10th team in 10 years in the league, backing up 
the incomparable Steph Curry. In other words: 
just another spare part. Or so he might want you 
to think. With Curry sidelined via injury as the 
Warriors kicked off the playoffs to defend their 
title, Livingston started every game — and pro- 
vided a life-sustaining spark, as the Dubs cruised 
past Houston and started to make short work of 
Portland. (And it was Livingston getting heated 
with the refs in Game 4 that led to Curry’s his- 


15+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE AS A DJ 
A DIVERSE SELECTION OF MUSIC 
SOUND AND LIGHTING EXPERTISE 


BOOK DJ JON ZAMORA 
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT 


Blo ial fey-Co MV |p (ct-we-1 mm (ol ay4-lunlele-Merelin 


tory-making 40-point return.) Long-limbed and 
rangy, a post player rather than a splashy shooter, 
in many ways he’s the anti-Curry. There may be 
ticket-holders in Oracle who would fail to recog- 
nize him on the street — but he’s getting his due, 
and if there’s any player who personifies Kerr's 
trademarked motto “Strength in Numbers,” it’s 
this dude. Just how valuable is he? “We'd be dead 
without him,” Kerr said. 


BEST BURNING 
MAN-FRIENDLY PRO 
SPORTS TEAM 


You're in the middle of nowhere, a sort of waste- 
land in between various civilizations. You've 
traveled far to reach this final destination, and 
prepared long: You've created your own costume 
and your own character — a portable personality 
that traveled here via truck, caravan, or RV. You’re 
here to be among members of your own tribe, to 
pay homage, and to do a bit of unholy worship 
before you must shed the layers you've carefully 
assembled and return to the working world, 

all the better for this uncommon and excellent 
commitment. Yes, going to the Oakland Coli- 
seum when the Raiders are in town isn’t unlike 
going off somewhere in the desert — minus the 
billionaires wearing goggles and top hats getting 
waited on hand-and-foot by hired servants while 
the latest dust storm settles. Being a Raider fan is 
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BEST GIANT 


Brandon Crawford 
24 Willie Mays Plaza 
415-972-2000 
The immortal moment came decades ago: 
a long-suffering fan already, at 8 years old, 
slumped against a rail at the ballpark for 
what could be the last time, defeated on the 
field and off of it, where the Giants were 
planning to possibly decamp from Candle- 
stick Park to Florida. That the team was 
saved and that the sad-eyed child — one 
Brandon Crawford — eventually made the 
club, now an integral part of modern-day 
San Francisco life, would have been enough. 
That he hit a grand slam in his first game 
before he became the Giants’ full-time short- 
stop, then morphed into one of the better 
defensive shortstops in the game — and 
then put on a hitting clinic in 2015 — and 
did it all with teen heartthrob magazine 


good looks just sells the package. There is too 
much to like about B-Craw, from the home- 
town hero angle, to the unexpected and 
continuous improvement, to the quiet daily 
contributions. This guy was meant to bea 
Giant, and we hope he stays one for a while. 





akin to adhering to a religion — and in America, 
where church is observed by kneeling in front of 
the television every Sunday, the Raiders are the 
last holy tribe left in town. (Where is Santa Clara, 
again?) The Raiders may also relocate to Nevada. 
But until they do, an industrial area of far East 
Oakland is where the unique and distinct Bay 
Area flavors of obsession, character-driven cos- 
tume drama, and reckless abandon meld. And, for 
the first time in a few years, there’s actually some 
decent football being played. 


BEST WILD-EYED ECCEN- 
TRIC 


Hunter Pence 

We'll forgive his gift to the Golden State Warriors 
of otherwise-acceptable high-end Stumptown 
cold brew coffee. (Portland move, bro.) But the 
gift to his Bay Area sports fam was welcome — 
because it came straight from an excitable and 
unpredictable heart. Giants right fielder Hunter 
Pence remains a freak for our time, the wild-eyed 
heart and soul of San Francisco and a perfect 
distillation of the sui generis character traits that 


WEEKLY 


still excite even the most smartphone-dulled 
workaday drones. Where other athletes are all 
“aw, shucks,” Pence is “aw, shit!” He has a batting 
stance lifted out of a “Things not to do” textbook, 
he gallops around right field like a racehorse do- 
ing hippie flips, and he treats his more demure, 
lifted-from-the-heartland teammates to the oc- 
casional motivational talk. (Let us not neglect his 
equally awesome yet much more under-control 
better half, video-making maven Alexis Cozom- 
bolidis.) What does he say? How does he do it? 

It doesn’t matter — because it all works. But 
even if there weren't the World Series ring, the 
singles wrist-slapped from his shoetops through 
the infield, we still believe Pence would be our 
kind of athlete. He goes to Warriors games, he 
lives in South of Market, he hangs out in coffee 
shops, he lets his hair go a little wild, and he rides 
an oft-stolen electric scooter to the ballpark. He 
likes comic books, insists on having his co-work- 
ers wear a Game of Thrones mask, and wears a 
Legend of Zelda t-shirt in one of his ridiculous 
Twitter videos. He poses with asparagus. Aspar- 
agus, people! Isn’t he just a little like one of us? 
Absolutely not: He’s a fucking lunatic. Just what 
we needed. 


BEST SCHOOL ON FOUR 
WHEELS 
S.F. Skate Club Skate Camp 


635A Divisadero 

sfskateclub.com 

Summer camp doesn’t need to be in the Sierra 
foothills — in fact, lifelong companions anda 
longer-lasting obsession can be found anywhere 
there’s a friendly stretch of San Francisco pave- 
ment. Instead of sentencing them to a summer 
of bug bites and wack camp songs, send your 
young grommets away to an intensive, five-day- 
a-week, two-week-long schooling in the art of 
thrash. Kids ages 8 to 13 receive daily instruction 
from seasoned, sponsored skateboarders in small 
groups, as well as an introduction to area skate- 
parks (delivered there via van). The summer camp 
is so popular, the club added a bonus sixth week; 
if you can’t make it this year, you can still join the 
Saturday program: an every-other-weekend slate 
of meet-ups at various spots around the city. In 
both situations, you come home with a DVD of 
your finest ollies and most honest attempt at a 
kickflip — and once school starts, there’s an af- 
ter-school skate program, too. 


BEST NEIGHBORHOOD 
GYM 
Fit Club 


728 La Playa St. 

415-971-7979 

Going to the gym sucks. It sucks worse when you 
have to maneuver your way past muscle-bound 
blocks of aggression waiting in line for the 
weights or slink into the back of a cardio class to 
avoid group humiliation (who knew triathletes 
could side-eye so well?). Wouldn’t it be nice to 
just go to a safe environment, maybe even a qui- 
et, semi-private one, where there is just enough 
— workable cardio equipment, maybe a full set of 
weights, people you can smile at and then ignore, 
and the occasional available personal trainer — to 
stay healthy, happy, and sane, without having to 
make a pilgrimage, change your lifestyle, or mus- 
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cle past competition just to get some exercise in? 
The beauty of Fit Club is the ability to swing by be- 
fore 6 a.m., get in via your swipe card, and tread- 
mill anonymously, or meet up with an Olympic 
weightlifting coach or flexibility trainer for group 
accountability. In short: everything you need to 
take care of you, and nothing extraneous — and 
no waiting in line to use a sweat-covered machine. 


BEST PARK WITHOUT 
THE CROWDS 


Mountain Lake Park 

12th Avenue and Lake Street 

fmip.org 

Mere blocks from the mob scene that Golden Gate 
Park becomes on any day when the temperature 
rises above 65 degrees lies another beautiful patch 
of land — all but hidden to the masses. Mountain 
Lake Park is 14 acres of unsullied beauty in the 
Inner Richmond, complete with tennis courts, a 
dog park, and Mountain Lake itself, one of the 
few remaining freshwater lakes in the city (where 
Spanish explorers supposedly found their rest be- 
fore the city was a city). Other highlights include a 
basketball half-court that could’ve been designed 
by J.R.R. Tolkien and the beginning of a path that 
clever and dedicated explorers might find leads all 
the way to Baker Beach (with nary a car in sight). 
If your vision of a park is more about nature’s 
serenity and less about jogging strollers and bad 
Pink Floyd covers, Mountain Lake Park has you 
covered. 


Want a Better —_ 
Jumps 


3 One-On-One Sessions with an 


ACW CLIENT INTRO OFFER 


BEST GYM TO MAKE 
YOUR BOOTY BIGGER 
TRX Training Center 


1660 Pacific Ave. 

415-655-4797 

trxtrainingcenter.com 

For a full-body workout that will also help lift 
and tone your glutes, a mere 55-minute TRX 
class a few times a week will do the job. Founded 
a decade ago by a former Navy SEAL commando, 
TRX revolves around the use of suspension train- 
ing equipment — which is a fancy way of saying 
straps that hang from the ceiling that you then 
use to perform exercises on. Though the goal of 
each class is to give your entire body a workout, 
your posterior is a big focus (after all, the glutes 
are your body’s largest and quite possibly most 
powerful muscle group — and definitely the ones 
most relevant to that new pair of jeans). Classes 
are taught from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., which makes 
coming up with an excuse to skip your workout 
“because there’s not enough classes!” pretty much 
impossible. 


BEST NEW BIKE LANE 
Page Street 


(between Laguna Street and Octavia Bou- 
levard) 

If you've been cycling around San Francisco 

for more than five or so years, you'll remember 
what a funhouse it used to be. Even no-brainer 
cross-town routes like 17th Street carried discon- 


7 
rt loday! 
7 7 


10) Pilates Group Classes with the “Universal Card” 
expenenced Pilates instructor AGI o! 


e SPRING RIMET eh MER ORE AL WIN CHAT 


pStart Program 


Call Today: 415-285-5808 « ehspilates.com 


Can oet fe acgibe! te Goheb o PeerPoot Metal Ames 4* Dero comidiet chess cond firm 45~<iey Exper Doe 





SFWEEKLY.COM 











& trust 


We Create Solutions® 


Member 





| bie 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


Thank you for voting 
us the Best Bank in SF! 












| 


=. al 
> WINNER . 
° ° 
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tinuous segments of striped asphalt, and shar- 
rows were considered the zenith of enlightened 
planning. No more. Following last year’s unique 
“contra-flow” lane at the foot of Polk Street, we 
now have a smart, one-block addition to Page 
Street in Hayes Valley. Between Laguna Street 
and Octavia Boulevard, a green-painted inbound 
lane in the center of the road keeps morning bi- 
cycle commuters, who used to have to swing into 
oncoming traffic to make a sensible move, out 
of the way of cars anxious to get on the Central 
Freeway as soon as possible — and it’s on a fun 
downslope, too. Comparatively minor in terms of 
overall length? Maybe. But projects like this are 
crucial to the next phase of bike-friendly urban 
design and making two-wheeled travel accessible 
to ever-wider swaths of the populace. (Bonus: it’s 
an alternate to the Wiggle!) 


MOST STRENUOUS HIKE 
WITH REWARDING 
VIEWS 

Golden Gate Heights 


12th Avenue and Rockridge Drive 

Earlier this month, the Outer Sunset got a new 
park. Full of raised beds and basketball courts, 
the new “Playland” at 43rd Avenue is partly 
made from shipping containers (a true urbanist 
dream if ever there was one). But if you want to 
ramble somewhere a little less developed, look 
east to Golden Gate Heights. The steep crag with 
360-degree views taking in downtown, Golden 








Gate Park, the ocean, and Sutro Tower rises so 
abruptly from nearby 19th Avenue that getting 
to the top of this 750-foot summit might be the 
most wonderfully arduous trek in a city built on 
grade changes. Be warned: It’s windy. But if you 
enjoy that only-in-S.F. sensation of sweating and 
shivering at the same time, a jaunt up to Golden 
Gate Heights as the fog rolls in will make you feel 
like you’re at the control module of a weather 
machine. 


aol DOG PARK 
L Upper Douglass Dog Park 


ss and 27th Sts. 
415- B31. 2700 
sfrecpark.org/destination/douglass-play- 
ground/douglass-dog-play-area 
We're not going to lie: It’s muddy up there. 
But if you can get past the drainage issue, 
Upper Douglass Dog Park in Noe Valley is 
hands-down the best puppy playground in 
the city. It’s not as if dog-friendliness is the 
paramount virtue to San Francisco parks, 
so we'll gladly take glorified litterboxes like 
Collingwood and the beneath-the-freeway 
Brady Bunch backyard that is SoMa West. 
But Upper Douglass has benches, natural 
turf, a picnic table, beautiful views, friend- 
ly humans and their friendly dogs, parking 
aplenty, and comparatively few syringes. Best 
of all, there’s a ton of space for even the most 
inexhaustible canines to wear themselves 
out. And maybe Mr. Woofers needed a bath, 
anyway. 





BEST PLACE TO SEE TO- 
TEM POLES 
Cayuga Park 


301 Naglee Ave. 
sfrecpark.org/destination/cayuga-play- 
ground 

Once upon the 1980s, Filipino emigrant Deme- 
trio Braceros (known as Demi by friends and lo- 
cals) was entrusted with the care of Cayuga Park, 
a seedy sump of public space that had fallen into 
disrepair. With great love and hope, Demi trans- 
formed the space into a whimsical experience 
filled with lush gardens and over 300 imaginative 
wooden sculptures and totem poles, most of 
which were carved from tree stumps native to the 
site. One of San Francisco’s more unusual gems, 
the park is located in the Outer Mission, just 

off of Interstate 280 beneath the BART tracks. 
Demi’s creations show the influence of their cre- 
ator’s homeland, his imagination, and the spritely 
spirits of the park itself. 


BEST CAMPING VIEW OF 
THE CITY 
Kirby Cove 


Conzelman Road, Sausalito 

415-331-1540 

parkconservancy.org 

The most clichéd things you can possibly associ- 
ate with San Francisco are the Golden Gate Bridge 
and fog over the bay, but looking out at the bridge 


THANK YOU, SAN FRANCISCO! 


in a thick fog from Kirby Cove, with the skyline 

of the city peeking through, is just as magical as 

it is stupidly clichéd. Although you have to make 
your way to the Marin Headlands to experience 
this view, the Kirby Cove campgrounds are well 
worth the adventure into that home base of 

the anti-vaccination movement, just for their 
gorgeous view of the city. If you like camping, 
but want to stay within eyesight of your beloved 
city, you can also camp overnight at Kirby Cove. 


BEST HIKE TO GET LOST 
“Philosopher’s Way” 


in McLaren Park 

Mansell Street and John F Shelley Drive 
sfrecpark.org/destination/john-mclar- 
en-park 

The 2.7-mile “Philosopher’s Way” trail in McLar- 
en Park is the cure for when you've overdosed 
on San Francisco’s increasingly technology-sat- 
urated, artisanal-minded spiral into gentrifi- 
cation. Located in the oft-neglected southeast 
region of the city, McLaren is the city’s second 
largest park, and the home to remarkable views, 
flourishing wildflowers, sun-dappled meadows, 
and perhaps most importantly, nothing else. 
There are 14 “musing” stations placed through- 
out the path, which engage hikers on the con- 
nection of the area’s ecology, geography, and 
history. Plus you can take your mutts, as long as 
they’re on a leash (but don’t let them swim in the 
reservoir — gross). 
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BEST (POSSIBLY ILLEGAL) 
SWIMMING HOLE 


8889 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., Lagunitas 
415-488-9897 

With a dearth of freshwater swimming spots in 
the Bay Area, seekers of the aquatic will go to 
great lengths to discover a hidden watering hole. 
One of those gems is the Inkwells, a small group of 
pools located off Sir Francis Drake Boulevard in La- 
gunitas, in Marin. The legality of the spot is highly 
questionable, as it’s surrounded by “No Parking” 
signs and there is no mention of it on any official 
maps or guides. Patrons have to park in town 
and make about a mile walk to the tucked-away 
lagoon, but the trip is worth it. The water is re- 
freshingly cold on a summer day, and all the local 
kids entertain with some seriously irresponsible 
jumps designed to freak out squares from the 
city. We once saw a chubby 12-year-old cannon- 
ball 25 feet into a tiny pool of water. We were 
expecting carnage, but when he came up, there 
were only smiles. 


BEST WORKOUT USING 
Tt aaa FACIL- 


501 Stanyan St. 

415-831-2700 

Handball — the four-walled version, not the 
super-rad Olympic sport that no one in America 
plays — is the ultimate old-dude endeavor. The 
real canny pros know how to play all the an- 
gles, helping to eliminate any needless running 
around, which means that some of the most 
feared players are the ones with hefty beer guts. 
The handball courts in Golden Gate Park—situ- 
ated between the Cal Academy of Sciences and 
the Big Rec baseball fields—offer a glimpse into 
the big-bellied wonders who help comprise SF’s 
robust handballing community. Even though 
the facilities (concrete walls, debris-pasted wood 
floors, leaky roofs) haven't been upgraded since 
the Hoover era, it’s still a blast to compete in the 
old-school relic. Whether you prefer to play or 
watch along with the gaggle of homeless dudes, 
GGP’s handball courts are a perfect venue for an 
offbeat sporting experience. 


BEST NEWLY RENOVAT- 
ED HOOPS SPOT 


651 Lombard St. 

dimaggioplayground.org 

Pickup basketball is a weird social phenomenon 
where a bunch of strangers meet at a designated 
spot during a designated time to engage in an 
athletic competition governed by de facto rules 
established in some mythic rulebook. There are 
a lot of moving parts, which is why it’s so im- 
portant to find a basketball court that suits your 
needs. That makes Joe DiMaggio Playground, 
located in North Beach, a haven for amateur 
hoopers. Once a patch of asphalt with crumbling 
hoops, the newly renovated courts have glass 
backboards, soft rims, and a cushioned surface 
that is gentle on the knees. Plus, it’s tucked in- 
side a low-lying nook between Powell and Mason 


streets, keeping the games protected from the 
notorious San Francisco winds that can make 
every jump shot an adventure. 


BEST WTF FREE AGENT 
SPORTS SIGNING 


Once famous throughout the league as a haven 
for misfits and rejects looking to resurrect their 
careers, the Raiders have for the last decade or 
more made an art from out of epically wrong 
personnel decisions. (JaMarcus Russell, anyone?) 
So when the 49ers decided to part ways with 
uber-talented Aldon Smith — a sack machine on 
the field, and a scandal machine off of it (with 
DUI, vandalism, and hit-and-run charges to his 
name) — it was only fitting the resurgent Raid- 
ers took a flyer on him. He made a brief splash, 
racking up a few sacks in a couple of games be- 
fore the NFL suspended him for a year. He’s not 
eligible for reinstatement until November 2016. 
That didn’t stop the Raiders from inking him toa 
new deal in April. What do they see in him? We'll 
find out. 


BEST WAY TO ATTRACT 
FOREIGN TOURISTS 


On a sunny day, Golden Gate Park hosts a series 
of athletic activities we barely knew existed. (Ar- 
chery? Fly-fishing? That sport where people put 
on huge rubber suits and run into each other?) 
Of all these options, your best bet for an awe- 
some and interactive sporting experience may be 
volleyball, specifically near the Conservatory of 
Flowers. Located at the head of the park, these 
impromptu games feature a mix of old-school 
regulars (who know how to play) and various 
newcomers (who don’t). Within 10 minutes 

of setting up a net, you'll be approached by 
foreign tourists of all stripes, asking to join in 
on the action. If you’re looking to meet exotic 
new folks, it helps to be shitty at volleyball, 

as you re generally much more approachable 
(which is why our games always have a very in- 
ternational feel to them). 


BEST BIKE SHOP FOR 
DAILY RIDERS 


1073 Market St. 415-484-6575 or 
huckleberrybicycles.com 

Is there anything worse than a mechanic who 
makes you feel like a chump for not knowing 
every last thing about how to fix your bike? (It’s 
like, dude, you'd be out of a job if we could.) 
Huckleberry Bicycle, shrewdly located on a block 
of Market Street past which the vast majority of 
cyclist commuters pedal, is one place where you're 
guaranteed not to stammer and go red in the face 
when talking repairs. The dudes are friendly, the 
Cannondales and Simcoes are spiffy, and there’s a 
Nintendo set up so you can kill time while waiting 
to get that flat patched. Better still, if some meth- 
head stole your seat and they’ve got one lying 
around in the back that fits, they might just give 
it to you for nothing. With a smile. 
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YOU'LL FALL ye HEALDSBURG 
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rs. 7% 
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In the famed Sonoma County wine country. 

Local hospitality meets San Francisco chic. 

Bakeries, bistros, tasting rooms and 5-star restaurants. 

Stylish boutiques, art galleries and antique shops. 

Picnic baskets brimming with local farmers’ market delicacies. 

Taste the wine country the way Northern Californians do. 
www.healdsburg.com And like everyone who visits, you'll fall head over Healdsburg. 
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THURSDAY NIGHTS 
AT THE ASIAN ART MUSEUM 


It's Thursday night and you're ready for adventure. For only $5 after 5 PM, you 
can marvel at our collection and get up and close and personal with artists (Artists 
Drawing Club), discover edible traditions with innovative twists from food figures 
(Tasting Menu) or mingle with visionaries (TAKEOVER). Each evening's unique, so 
visit www.asianart.org/thursdays to find the right program for you. 


TASTING MENU 
LUCKYRICE 





ARTISTS DRAWING CLUB 
WITH NICK DONG 


TAKEOVER 
ANTHONY MYINT AND KAREN LEIBOWITZ 


ARTISTS DRAWING CLUB 
WITH KOTA EZAWA 


ARTISTS DRAWING CLUB 
WITH ELIZA GREGORY 


ARTISTS DRAWING CLUB 
WITH HAYV KAHRAMAN 


TASTING MENU 
THE CHAIRMAN 


TAKEOVER 
KRISTINA WONG 





TASTING MENU 
RICE PAPER SCISSORS 


ARTISTS DRAWING CLUB 
WITH JEROME REYES 





” 
VW Asian Asian Art Museum 200 Larkin Street 
Chong-Moon Lee Center | San Francisco, CA 94102 
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS . . 
> for Asian Art and Culture | @asianartmuseum 
1966-2016 
The Asian Art Musewe's Artists Drawing Cle series is mace possitie with generous support tram Cathy and Howard Moreland. Tasting Menu 6 made possible 
KAISER PORMANENTE thrive with head Suppant fe om Kaiser Parmanente. Thursday Nigits are supported m part by The Hearst Foundations, Inc., The Joseph & Mercedes MeMicheg Foundation, 
‘ Lo 


dae & Cos, and The Morrison & Foerster Foundaton. 
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BEST LOCAL BOXER 
GOING PRO 
Raquel Miller 


facebook.com/Raquel- 
Miller-222484461240973 

“Hard work pays off” is the watchword for 
Hunters Point native Raquel Miller, who twice 
came within a single decision of qualifying to 
fight for the United States at the Olympics. 
Becoming a Team USA alternate was a milestone 
on the incredible journey for the 30-year-old 


















* 


Cindy Chew 
Miller, who just a few years ago was stepping 
through the doors at Mission Recreation Center, 
never having boxed in her life (but having 
scrapped her way out of many street fights 
growing up). She won the Golden Gloves and 
a few national tournaments and hit her first 
Olympic trials after just eight months pursuing 
the sport, but amateur hour is now over for 
Miller, whose professional boxing career begins 
May 21 in front of a hometown-heavy crowd 
across the Bay in Richmond. We're betting that 
first fight won't be the last. 
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{SUSE TAPAS 


BY TONY GEMIGNANI 





«BAR* 


Discovery. Community. Real Food. 
Your Neighborhood Market. 


1355 Market Street, Ste. 100, San Francisco, CA 94103 | 415.767.5130 
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BEST PLACE TO BE 
POSSESSED 


Immaculate Conception 
Chapel 


3255 Folsom St. 

415-824-1762 

Is the devil real? Is his name Donald Trump 

— or is evil lurking in your life another way? 
Everybody wants to cast out the ill wind as soon 
as it blows their way. The only question is how. 
It may have been years since you stepped into 

a church — or it may have been never — but 

for millions of Catholics around the world, the 
solemn rite of exorcism is a real thing. And one 
of its practitioners is here in San Francisco. 

Fr. Guglielmo Lauriola has been pastor of this 
humble-looking church on the south slope of 
Bernal Hill since the 1970s. In that time, the 
place has achieved a bit of a reputation. Pilgrims 
flocked here in the 1990s to see what was 
supposedly an apparition of the Virgin Mary 
that appeared on the roof. You may scoff and call 
it all so much poppycock, but pay a visit during 
the Thursday night healing Masses, when people 
come for a blessing directly from the exorcist 
himself. If not a believer, you'll come away 
questioning just what it was you saw. 


BEST SOCIAL MEDIA 
CELEBRITY 


Berner 

Twitter: @berner415 

Instagram: @berner415 

We have absolutely no idea how Berner does 

it. Dude is running a business — ok, several 
businesses: slanging clothes and flavored water, 
promoting shows and recording records and 
going on tour, investing in cannabis brands 

and making deals, all while providing top-shelf 
California cannabis to half of the artists in the 
music game — and somehow finds the time to 
put this and more all out there on Instagram and 
Twitter — where he’s also constantly engaging 
with the fans, no question or comment too small 
to receive direct attention (or a coveted retweet) 
from the Bernzilla himself. He does have two 
iPhones going most of the time, so there’s that 
— but he’s raising a daughter, so any advantage 
is canceled out. The main man responsible for 
turning “Cookies” into an international synonym 
for killer cannabis — just a few years removed 
from his humble beginnings in the Fillmore 

and behind the bud bar at a Richmond District 
cannabis club — received a major boost through 
adept use of social media. We can’t think of 
anyone else who has used a marketing budget 
based on little more than a couple of hashtags 
and some impromptu videos to build sucha 
successful brand in just a few years. 


BEST RABBLE ROUSER 
Equipto 

Ilyich Sato is giving San Franciscans a good 
name: “resistance.” Already a fixture in the local 
music scene, where he’s been dropping heat for 
two decades as the rapper Equipto, the son of a 
teacher and a trade unionist became a political 
figure this fall after a chance encounter with 
Mayor Ed Lee in a restaurant. That confrontation 
was the first of many challenges to Lee, who 


unfairly or not has become the scapegoat 

for the woes of gentrification as well as the 
personification of the establishment of a city 

that becomes more alien and less welcoming to 

its natives and working class with every passing 
day. Before becoming one of the “Frisco 5” hunger 
strikers — refusing to budge or consume anything 
more than starvation-level calories until Lee 
caves to demands including the removal of police 
Chief Greg Suhr, who they view as responsible for 
a culture that led to four fatal police shootings 

of young men of color — Sato led protesters 

into Chamber of Commerce events and Lee 

press conferences to make their voices heard 

and demands known. If there is an opposition 
movement in San Francisco today — and there 

is — this dude is in the middle of it and a vital 
force in making it happen. Equipto and the other 
four Frisco 5 members ended their strike after 17 
days, but they do not appear to be done with the 
movement. “It’s not trying to be a revolutionary,” 
he explains on his Twitter feed. “Or a activist. Or 
political. It’s about using our voice for what’s right. 
Justice. That’s all.” 


BEST DEPARTED S.F. ICON 
Carol Doda 


We will dispense with the double entendres: 

Carol Doda, who we lost in November, was a San 
Francisco hero who will be rightly celebrated and 
remembered as long as the town she helped create 
still stands, the torch held aloft along Broadway 
and kept alight in neon. A young woman without 
anything but desires and dreams when she arrived 
in Beatnik-era North Beach a half-century ago, 
Ms. Doda embodied all the values so celebrated 
and commodified in today’s oft-unrecognizable 
San Francisco: courage, innovation, and character. 
Enhancing her body and her viability with still- 
risky plastic surgery was a leap of faith. But while 
her enhanced chest drew the crowds out, it was 
her stage presence and charisma that kept them 
there and made her a pillar of a neighborhood, 
and helped remake nightlife. Once some of the 
luster of youth was gone, the way she navigated 
the male-dominated skin trade and reinvented 
herself to stay independent, relevant, and, above 
all, herself, should be inspiration to anybody, in 
any field. 


BEST OLD-SCHOOL 
STROLL 
India Basin Park 


Hunters Point Boulevard and Hawes Street 
415-819-6138 

The sinews of old San Francisco lie in the water: 
the posts standing in the Bay mud that supported 
the docks and piers where the shipping that made 
the city possible, and later allowed it to flourish, 
flowed. There is still a whiff of the city’s long-gone 
maritime past here, where the city’s drydock and 
boatbuilding industries had their epicenters, and 
where the docks’ predecessors — the Bay wetlands 
— are making a comeback along the maritime 
relics. Seventy five species of birds have been 

seen flocking here thanks to the restored tidal 

salt marsh at the gates of the under-development 
SF Shipyard. Watch them soar along the shore, 
and then peek at the recently acquired 19th- 
century boatbuilders’ cottage, also to become part 
of the city’s permanent ecosystem thanks to a 
neighborhood restoration effort. 
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s ~ Thank You SF Weekly Readers for 
Voting Jason Beahm as the Best 
DUI Lawyer 2 Consecutive Years! 





Areas of Focus: 
- DUI 


- Misdemeanor & Felony Cases > WINNER . 


- Serious Personal Injury 


Contact us at (844) GO-BEAHM or 1 (844) 462-3246 
Locations in San Francisco, Oakland, San Mateo, San Jose, San Diego and Los Angeles 
WWW.BEAHMLAW.COM 
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How do we win your case? 
WE GET RIGHT 10 THE POINT. 4.9, 
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5 WINNER 
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CHRIS DOLAN: 
Named Best Injury Lawyer 
in SF Weekly Readers Poll 


Tm iii cealiiiiee tele 
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Elder Abuse_| Employee Righ 


415.421.2800 Offices in SAN FR | ACRAMEN & SANRAFAEL (Fall 2016) DolanLawFirm.com 


———— 


. 
— a | Attorney Advertising: Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. 
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BEST NEW HISTORICAL 
PRESERVATION 
PROJECT 

Signal Tower 


a Buena Island 
facebook.com/thesignalroom 
Perched high up on Yerba Buena Island is 
a piece of history that could soon be gone 
forever. A small, century-old building 
abandoned decades ago by the Navy and 
condemned in 1989, the Signal Tower had 
never so much as drawn a single pause in the 
long-running redevelopment process for the 
organic island and its man-made neighbor, 
Treasure Island. Then last year, Bay Area 
native Eugene Ashton-Gonzalez and his friend 
stumbled upon the place and embarked ona 
rogue mission to create a secret “reliquary of 
antiquated information.” But not only was the 
endeavor a stand against modernization, it was 
entirely illegal. Still, Ashton-Gonzalez and his 
band of creative misfits built out the space and 
began hosting intimate gatherings complete 
with art, music, food, and sometimes booze for 
anyone brave enough, and lucky enough to be 
invited, to take the risky journey. But all of that 
is over until the fate of the building is decided. 
It’s scheduled to be demolished in June, unless 
Ashton-Gonzalez can drum up enough support, 
and capital, to convince developer Lennar to 
spare the tower. 


BEST PRIVATELY OWNED 
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE FOR 
NIGHTTIME MISCHIEF 

50 Beale St. 


Plazas, atriums, terraces, and small parks, all 
built by capitalists, all for the people — and 

all thanks to the 1985 Downtown Plan. These 
little gems remain a mystery to many in San 
Francisco, yet like any great surprise, they’ve 
been right there the entire time. Popular by day 
mostly because of their concentration in the 
lunch-crowd heavy FiDi-SoMa corridor, they’re 
virtually deserted by night. Another little secret 
is that a lot of them are open 24 hours a day, 
unlike almost every other park in the city. So 
when business hours are over, it can still very 
much be business time in the privately owned 
public open spaces, or POPOS, of SF. Next time 
you re downtown late — we won't ask why — 
stumble on over to 50 Beale St. Not only is this 
POPOS loaded with flora and seating space, it 
has a museum in the form of a replica Bechtel 
Corp private railcar. It will be closed, but you can 
peer in through the windows, shimmying along 
the landscaping imagining yourself a stowaway 
on a sluggish coach heading toward the golden 
West while balancing a can of beer or joint in 
one hand, all while surreptitiously avoiding the 
sometimes watchful eye of building security. 


BEST AND MOST 
CONFUSING AGITPROP 
Gay Shame 


gayshamesf.org 

The queer group Gay Shame was the bane of 

DPW workers everywhere this past year, using 
“wheatpaste” (wheat + water = irritatingly hard- 
to-remove glue concoction) to post flyers targeting 
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everyone from astroturfing pro-development 
group SFBARF to its capitalist benefactor, Yelp 
founder Jeremy Stoppelman (lest ye forget his 
epic response to now-fired Yelp staffer Talia Jane’s 
Medium post complaining about the cost of living 
in SF: “Move to Phoenix!”). Breaking every graphic 
design rule in the book, the posters eschew a 
“more is more’ sensibility, often requiring closer 
inspection. To wit: One recent anti-Airbnb flyer 
featured a prominent use of gradients, six (!) 
distinct fonts, and the head of Sarah Slocum — 
the self-proclaimed “anti-tech hate crime victim” 
who was famous for almost 15 minutes way back 
in 2014, when she was accosted in Molotov’s on 
Haight Street for wearing Google Glass (remember 
those?). If that isn’t art, what is? 


BEST PLACE TO GET ED 
LEE TO LISTEN TO YOU 
Madame Tussauds Wax 


Museum 

145 Jefferson St. 

866-223-4240 
madametussauds.com/san-francisco/en/ 








We all know San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee is 

a busy guy. Between the ongoing saga of 
Raymond “Shrimp Boy” Chow, the Mario 
Woods police shooting, and the fallout 

over costs surrounding the Super Bowl and 
its subsequent displacement of the city’s 
homeless, Mayor Lee is running short on 
opportunities to chat. Lucky for us, there is 
now an Ed Lee we can always find, encased 
in wax at the newest branch of Madame 
Tussauds in the tourist haven of Fisherman’s 
Wharf. Whether you want to talk politics, 
sports, or just gently caress his moustache, 
there is no place for this waxen Lee to run. 
Bonus: He’s also game for selfies! 


BEST PLACE TO PEE IN 
UNION SQUARE 


Macy’s Department Store 
170 O'Farrell St. 

415-397-3333 
http://I.macys.com/union-square-in-san- 
francisco-ca 
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We don't often go out of our way for restrooms, 
but in the case of Macy’s sixth-floor ladies 
room (sorry guys: you ll just have to make do 
with having everything else), all who pass 
through its doors will understand why it’s 
worth the effort. Walk through the home 
section, and past the weird back corner of 
silverware that feels like you’re inside of 

a wedding registry, and you'll see a very 
nonchalant door. Open it—opulence awaits. 
As Saturday Night Live’s Stefan might say, 
this restroom has everything: a decadent 
chandelier, Italian marble, and mirrored 
doors. Leave the peons to use the coin- 
operated cesspools around the corner; when 
you have to go, do it like royalty. 


BEST TYPE OF MUNI 
FARE EVADER 
The Spinner 


Deciding not to “pay your fair share” can 
result in a $112 slap on the wrist from 
Muni fare inspectors. It happens all the 
time — at San Francisco State University, 
for example, proof-of-payment workers 
crowd the bus stops along 19th Avenue 

and fine the hungry students who are just 
trying to save a buck to eat. Or at downtown 
Muni stations, where inspectors wait out 

of sight at the top of stairways for their 
unsuspecting victims to pay their dues. But 
some smart commuters — who don’t mind 
the ethical implications of not paying into 
their city’s public transportation system 

— have learned that spinning away from 
fare inspectors might just be the most 
effective way to avoid a ticket. On a recent 
weekday, one fare evader climbed the stairs 
of Powell Station and was met by a wall 

of proof-of-payment inspectors who held 
out their scanners to him, suggesting he 
show he paid for the train. But instead of 
stopping when they blocked his path, the 
swift thinker just spun, spun and spun until 
he was through the fare gates and away. You 
see Muni fare inspectors, or “transit fare 
inspectors” as they are called by Muni, are 
not sworn officers or even security guards, 
and therefore cannot make detentions. 

So next time you forget to pay for a $2.25 
ticket or reload that Clipper Card, and your 
moral compass is somewhat astray, just walk 
away — or be the best kind of fare evader 
and spin. 


BEST PLACE TO STAND 
ON MUNI 
The Swivel 


Every day around rush hour, Muni trains 
passing through the downtown stations 

are filled to the brim with commuters who 
rush the doors as soon as they open. But the 
effective commuter is privy to the roomier 
spots on the Muni train. Rather than 
wedged between post-work riders who may 
or may not have applied deodorant or used 
mouthwash in the morning, the effective 
commuter makes her way to the metallic 
platforms that swivel when the train turns. 
Here, and only here, unless the rare open 
seat is available, staring at a sign that 
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warns youths not to carry markers aboard 
trains, the effective commuter knows that 
she will have personal space on a crowded 
train. That space means the ability to scroll 
through your phone or dive into a couple 
chapters of the novel you’ve been meaning 
to finish. Each train car has one swivel 
section where some six commuters can 
stand, three riders per wall on each side 
of the train. While the space in between 
the doors fills up to the point where 

there is little to no breathing room, hardly 
anyone will shove their way in between the 
commuters on the swivel section (likely 
because there are no bars to hold onto but 
room to only lean). So when you can, make 
your way through the riders who don’t know 
to move down, get on at the front of the 
train, which tends to be less crowded, and 
move toward the swivel section. If you’re 
lucky it might just be open. 


BEST PLACE TO PEE IN 
PUBLIC 


Dolores Park Pissoir 
Church and 20th streets 

When day drinkers just could not stop 
pissing along the train tracks at Dolores 
Park, where every weekend tons of revelers 
gather to partake in booze and other 
inebriants, the city came up with a great 
idea to make public urination acceptable: 
install an outdoor urinal. The new pissoir 
— a low, concrete semi-circle with a tarp 
hanging above it — sits alongside the 
J-Church line, allowing a person to stare 
down train passengers while letting loose 
into a drain. The urinal was unveiled 

in February as part of the Dolores Park 
renovation project, and since then has no 
doubt allowed many in desperate need to 
use the restroom. It’s a better idea than 
the dozens of walls around the city that 
were coated with pee-reflecting paint 
meant to curb public urination. Attempting 
to pee at the 16th Street BART Station 
plaza, for example, will result in your 
urine splashing back on your pants. But 
the Dolores Park pissoir hasn’t been well- 
received by all. A conservative legal group 
threatened to sue the city for installing 
the urinal, citing privacy concerns for 
both the users and passersby. The group 
— Pacific Justice Institute — also says 

the pissoir discriminates against women 
and the disabled. While it’s certainly more 
challenging for a female to use the urinal 
than a male, the urinal is a haven for those 
who just can’t wait in line for the proper 
bathrooms at the park. The Recreation and 
Parks Department has made a world of 
difference for those indulging in the type of 
substances that make you have to go at the 
new Dolores Park, in a city known for its 
acceptance of public drinking but notorious 
for its lack of bathrooms. And for that, we 
thank you. 
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STNG OWN (GeO) JUICE SHOP 


BEST INDIAN 
DOSA 


BEST CITY 
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THE VIEW 


BEST CHEAP EATS 
SAIGON 
SANDWICH 


BEST CHINESE 
SAN TUNG 
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2211 MISSION ST. * 415.683.1346 
OPEN DAILY 11AM - 11PM * HAPPY HOUR 3PM - 6PM 
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NOETECA 
CAFE + WINE BAR 


(415) 824-5524 
1551 Dolores Street 
Between 28th & 29th Street 


www.noteca.com 


Voted 
Best Wine 
Bar in SF 








CALIFORNIA 
COLD RUSH 


5 calories, 1g of sugar and amazing flavor? 
You've struck gold. 
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THANK YOU 


WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU 
FOR THE NEXT 20 YEARS! 


ALSO SERVING AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS 


MELS CONVENTION CENTER MELS VAN NESS CORRIDOR 
4th & Mission 1050 Van Ness at Geary 


MELS MARINA DISTRICT 
2165 Lombard Street 
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BEST NO-BS BANH 
Mi Latte Express 


48 Fifth St. 

415-284-7328 

We’re happy that the best thing to come out 
of colonialism in Southeast Asia has gone 
from a cheap comfort food into a high-end 
culinary attraction top chefs tinker with and 
put on their menus. But like a pile of noodles 
from a well-used wok, sometimes simpler 

and easier is better than sophisticated or 
overwrought. Very little is needed to make a 
banh mi: french bread, meat or tofu, pickled 
vegetables, and jalapefios — and Latte Express 
keeps those simple elements simple. The speed 
and efficiency with which the sandwiches are 
dispensed make them a prime option for a 
cheap lunch on the go, but even a would-be 
Bourdain might find enough to wax poetic 
about while unwrapping a roll of perfect 
simplicity under the sun in nearby Mint Plaza. 


BEST FIRST-WAVE CUP 
OF COFFEE 
All-Star Donuts 


399 Fifth St. 

415-882-0889 

For generations, coffee was not a phenomenon 
of terroir, where the knowledge of the farmers’ 
methods and the backstory behind each 
hand-selected bean was worth the $15 price 

of admission. The current pour-over wave, 
while admirable for the care for the process 


as well as the producer, is a definite step away 
from coffee’s original identity as a distinctly 
utilitarian and functional beverage, a cup of 
working-class American can-do, where cream 
and sugar were not adulteraters of the flavor 
but vital components of the experience of 
preparing to reenter the office or complete 

the second half of a shift. This is the kind of 
coffee that belongs in an airpot, that gives 

a carafe on the hotplate its character — for 
which you can pay in loose change and not feel 
out of place. The coffee that’s obsessed over in 
warehouse spaces with exposed wood beams 
and stone floors has its origins in paper cups 
served under fluorescent lights on formica. It’s 
just coffee, which means there’s more room for 
everything else. 


BEST EDIBLE RUSSIAN 
ROULETTE 
The Gambler Roll at 


Sakesan Bistro 

626 Clement St. 

415-876-6313 

sakesansf.com 

If you're the sort who cannot eat eggs unless 
they’re drenched in Tapatio, you may be of 

the mind that nothing is too hot to handle. 
That’s where Sakesan Bistro’s “Gambler Roll” 
comes into play. The roll — a tasty assortment 
of spicy white tuna topped with salmon, 
pineapple, spicy mayo, and house-special spicy 
sauce — comes with a dangerous twist: One of 
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the pieces is insanely spicy. We're talking ruin- 
your-meal-and go-home-to-soak-your-tongue- 
in-a-glass-of-milk brutal. All the pieces look 
identical on the outside, so it’s up to fortune 
to decide whose night will live in infamy. 
Godspeed. 


THE CHAIN WE 
WOULDN'T OBJECT TO 
IF IT CONQUERED THE 
WORLD 


smitten Ice Cream 

432 Octavia St. 

415-863-1518 

smittenicecream.com 

San Francisco’s formula-retail law bans 
companies with more than 11 locations 
worldwide from setting up shop in certain 
neighborhoods. Sooner or later, a homegrown 
chain is going to bump against this ordinance 
from the other side on its way to global 
domination, and we wouldn't be the least bit 
upset if that chain were Smitten Ice Cream. 
(It’s already close: By summer, there will be 
10 in all, of which four will be in S.F. proper.) 
Apart from the appealing backstory — founder 
Robyn Sue Fisher started out of a Radio Flyer 
— and the liquid nitrogen cooling mechanism, 
it’s the extraordinary, unrivaled creaminess 
to Smitten’s flavors that makes it so unique. 
Mint chip, strawberry white balsamic, créme 
fraiche with pear caramel — we love them 

all. If Smitten ever opened 10,000 locations, 
purchased Google from Alphabet, and turned 
Walmart into a wholly owned subsidiary, we 
wouldn’t complain one bit. 


BEST POP-UP THAT 
BECAME A BRICK-AND- 
MORTAR __ 

Del Popolo Pizza 


855 Bush St. 

415-589-7940 

delpopolosf.com 

Considering which pop-ups make the leap 

to a full-time restaurant, this was probably 
inevitable. But when Del Popolo — the mobile 


WesBurger 


wood-fired oven in the gunmetal-gray shipping 
container truck — opened up on Nob Hill, 

it greatly expanded the menu into antipasti, 
with a well-put-together wine list on top of 

it. Now, along with margheritas, biancas, and 
house-made sausage pizzas, you can tear into 
vegetable ragus, burrata, and house-cured 
coppa. Greater varieties notwithstanding, 

the pizza — now blasted in an oven that’s 
beautifully tiled and never at risk of a parking 
ticket — is much the same as it ever was, thin 
Neapolitan slices that come four slices to a pie. 
And there’s dessert: Both the Nutella ice cream 
and the chocolate pot de créme with sea salt are 
worth your attention. And neither would last 
five minutes on the truck without liquefying. 


BEST BOOZY FESTIVAL 
Cider Summit 


cidersummitnw.com 

Even though we have to pour out a little 
something for the canceled Street Food Festival 
— it'll be back in 2017 — there’s no shortage 
of foodie festivals around here. But we're 

still a little scarred by the three-hour lines at 
Japantown’s Ramen Festival in 2014, so we 
have to show the love to a comparatively small 
(if well-organized) one. Cider Summit, held 
every April at the Presidio’s Civil War Parade 
Ground, goes light-years beyond the sugary, 
un-sessionable ciders favored by teenagers 
flailing about for a gateway booze. Here you'll 
find a world of neutral oak-barrel aging, subtle 
tartness, and unfiltered experimental oddities, 
along with one-offs that resemble sauternes 
or ice wines. Even if you don’t necessarily 
grok tasting notes like “silage” or “grandma’s 
attic,” you ll be glad you exposed your palate 
to something new and unexpected. Mercifully, 
the lines are manageable — and your reward is 
booze. 


BEST NEW BURGER 
JOINT 
WesBurger 'N’ More 


2240 Mission St. 
415-745-9371 
www.wesburgernmore.com 


5 


On A Cobise 6 fPolk & itis y 


www. NicksCris ‘Tacos. fexoyae 


1500 BROADWAY ST G, POLK: in San Francisco 





SFWEEKLY.COM —e SF WEEKLY’S BEST OF SAN FRANCISCO’S 2016 33 





| OT) DSS) ahh 4 VAOK Kee 5} O}s) 5 


‘ 
. als, 
NTY fr ‘> 
;% | all a” e i 
FIVE LUSK a ) 
| 2 & eres)" = % Aic Ss 
mm Qislg 


IWE 
WEEKLY 


i, ik So 


eB’ - Ce 


JOIN US FOR 
HAPPY HOUR 
SPECIALS! 


5-7PM" 
Mon-Sat © 
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While technically one of several pop-ups 

that became a brick-and-mortar this year, 
WesBurger ’N’ More stands out for one thing 
above all else: The Hot Wes. It’s a six-ounce, 
all-brisket slab of beef with onion rings, queso, 
and pickled jalapefios that won proprietor Wes 
Rowe top honors at the San Francisco Burger 
Brawl a few years back and propelled him to 

a long-running Wednesday night residency at 
Mojo Bicycle Cafe on Divis. Now, along with 

a neon burger sign, the Hot Wes anchors his 
kitschy, Texas-inflected, mid-century burger 
joint in the Mission. Here you can drink Lone 
Stars and cherry lime rickeys while wolfing 
down the tater tots and listening to a seriously 
good selection of rock on the jukebox. It’s so 
good that we won’t even ding them for not 
outfitting the staff in mandatory wedge caps, 
because as it says on your napkin: “Burgers Are 
Fun.” Just don’t forget the bacon. 


BEST INSANELY 
EXPENSIVE CUP OF 
COFFEE 


Equator 

986 Market St. 

415-614-9129 

eguatorcoffees.com 

Coffee loyalty runs deep in San Francisco, and 
if asked to come up with a choice between 
Sightglass, Four Barrel, Ritual, or Blue Bottle, 
we might hiss and run away, flaring our frilled 
neck like a frightened Aussie lizard. But when 


it comes to that ultimate indulgence — a 
singularly delicious cup of coffee made from 
an experimental lot of beans harvested from 
lovingly tended trees by well-paid workers — 
there is one obvious choice. Equator Coffees 
& Teas’ Finca Sophia is an Ethiopian heirloom 
coffee that’s been transplanted to the Central 
American highlands, and the joe it yields is 
acidic and sweet, with what Equator’s baristas 
call a “sparkling complexity.” Thus, it’ll set you 
back $15 a cup — or the equivalent of about 
200 tea bags. As it’s only available for a brief 
season, it won't be returning until December 
or so. But there’s no shortage of $6 drip cups 
between now and then. 


BEST REASON NEVER TO 
TALK SHIT ABOUT THE 
MARINA AGAIN 


Belga 

2000 Union St. 

415-872-7350 

belgasf.com 

To prove how awesome Belga’s beer selection 
is, let’s subject its menu to a quick close 
reading. The categories here include “funky,” 
“malty,” “fruity,” “sour,” “contemporary,” and 
“celebratory.” The full list is lengthy but only 
mildly dizzying, and the well-trained front- 
of-house staff will guide you through the 
process. (If you can’t decide, there’s always the 
Kopstoot, a genever-and-beer boilermaker.) 
Being a Belgian restaurant, it has a sausage- 
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A truly handcrafted spirit, 
requiring over 10 pounds 
of sweet potatoes and 
100 hands within the 
production of every bottle. 


- The world’s first 100% 
sweet potato vodka 


- Artisan Crafted 

» Small batch distilled 
- Farm-to-botile 

» Gluten Free 


Tasting Notes: Corbin Vodka 
has a creamy mouth-feel and 
medium body. Nutty and caramel 
undertones precede a hint of 
sweetness on its smooth finish. 








The world’s first sweet potato 
based Gin. Carefully selected 
botanicals produce our 
classic, recognizable dry gin. 


. Steep and vapor 
botanical infusion. 

- Artisan Crafted 

» Small batch distilled 

. Farm-to-bottle 

» Gluten Free 


Tasting Notes: On viscosity 
alone, Corbin Western Dry 

Gin follows the same trend as 

its fellow namesake and vodka 
counterpart. Heavy notes of 
Juniper on the front are followed by 
mild sweetness and hints of citrus. 


A unique liqueur, made from 
100% sweet potatoes grown 
on the estate. Distilled 
and aged in custom charred 
American white oak just 
like our whiskeys, with the 
addition of brown sugar and 
a blend of spices and extracts. 


~ The worlds first 100% 
sweet potato liqueur 
. Aged up to 4 years 
» Artisan Crafted 
. Farm-to-bottle 
» Gluten Free 
Tasting Notes: Maple, brown 


sugar, cinnamon and clove on entry 
that dissipate into notes of sweet 


potato and oak mid-palate. Heavier 
body and smooth finish with light 
lingering hints of vanilla and spice. 
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Made from 100% estate 

grown Merced Rye and aged 
in custom charred, 53 gallon 
American white oak barrels. 


An entirely new whiskey 
cage ° . created from the blending 
i Mee nD Se of our estate grown sweet 

| : 8 a pe 3th : potatoes and Merced rye. 


~ Up to 80% sweet potato 
and 20% rye 

+ Aged up to 4 years 

+ Artisan Crafted 

+ Small batch distilled 


» Rare 100% rye mash bill 
» Aged up to 4 years 

» Artisan Crafted 

* Small batch distilled 

» Farm-to-bottle 


— Farm-to-bottle 


Tasting Notes: Corbin Cash 
Merced Rye has a bold and spicy 
rye flavor on the front, fading 

by mid-palate allowing floral 
notes with hints of oak and 
vanilla to shine through into 

the smooth finish. 


Tasting Notes: A milder, 
‘bourbon-esque whiskey, 
Corbin Cash Blended Whiskey 
has sharp hints of sweet potato, 
toffee, cocoa and char, with a 
mellow and slightly dry finish. 
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and mussels-heavy menu that’s organized 
around the dictates of an educated palate, and 
when all else fails there is the carbonnade, a 
Flemish version of boeuf bourguignon made 
with beer instead of red wine. And brunch and 
lunch took a good long while to roll out, but 
Belga is now open for day-drinking, too. Lastly, 
this has almost nothing to do with anything, 
but it’s pretty rad that the chef’s name is 
Freedom Rains. 


COOLEST FOODIE 
NONPROFIT 
CUESA 


1 Ferry Building 

415-291-3276 

cuesa.org 

The conscience of the Ferry Building, the 
Center for Urban Education about Sustainable 
Agriculture (CUESA) has been getting urbanites 
to know where their food comes from since 
1994. As the movers and shakers behind some 
of the city’s best farmers markets, they’ve been 
shepherding the seasonal-produce revolution, 
convening highbrow panel discussions, 
showing city kids around farmyards, and, 

of course, bringing baby goats to town for 

the last two Goatchellas. A 501(c)(3) with a 
strong hedonism streak, CUESA is the place 

to party if you want to take notes about 
rooftop beekeeping with your writing hand 
while sipping an artisanal cocktail made from 
cucurbits using your drinking hand. We’re 
excited to see what they do with Oakland’s Jack 
London Square Farmers Market, but really, 

we just want to schmooze with the coolest 
mixologists at CUESA’s next fete and cook our 
next Thanksgiving dinner for 12 solely from 
produce sourced from The Yard at Mission 
Rock. 


BEST NEW REASON 
NOT TO LOSE HOPE FOR 
VALENCIA 


Brasserie Saint James 

742 Valencia St. 

415-655-9868 

brasseriesaintjames.com 

Valencia Street between Duboce and 25th 
streets, once home to the buzziest restaurants 
in San Francisco, has cooled noticeably in 

the last year. The Divisadero corridor has 
stolen its thunder, and more than a few high- 
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profile places have sputtered out. But love it 

or loathe it, the Mission is still the Mission, 
and it’s good to have something to celebrate 
about Valencia. Earlier this year, Reno, Nev., 
transplant Brasserie St. James landed, bringing 
nose-to-tail pub fare and a serious selection 

of beers along with a sexy interior. Best of 

all, it’s affordable: Fanciful dishes like Moules 
Thailandais and a Spanish tripe cassoulet hover 
at $20, while even the Buenos Aires Barbecue 
(for four) is only $60. It’s still the heighth of 
coolness to roll your eyes at the strips pricey 
boutiques and audiophile pretensions, but 
thank God for Brasserie Saint James (and 
Cherin’s Appliance). 


BEST WAY TO 
EXPERIENCE RUSSIA 
WITHOUT CROSSING 
THE PACIFIC 
Cinderella Bakery 


436 Balboa St. 

415-751-9690 

cinderellabakery.com 

Although the view from the western edge of 
the city on a crisp, clear day is truly without 
parallel, you can’t quite see all the way to 
Russia. (This is California, not Alaska, after 
all.) Instead, to catch a glimpse of our Far- 
East neighbors, their warm culture, and 

their wonderful cuisine, simply head to the 
Richmond — specifically, Sixth Avenue and 
Balboa Street, where you'll find Cinderella 
Bakery, a cozy 65-year-old café serving 
delicious Russian food. Borscht, refreshing 
and tart, is a must; pelmeni, tasty dumplings, 
make a hearty, filling meal; and golubtsy 
(cabbage rolls) will inspire dreams of succulent 
spiced cabbage, something you may have 
thought impossible. The pastries are heavenly, 
of course, especially the honey cake — so 
delicious it’s dangerous. 


BEST SOURCE OF 
SNACKS YOU'VE NEVER 
TRIED (AND MAY NOT 
KNOW WHAT THEY 
ARE 

99 Ranch 


250 Skyline Plaza 
650-992-8899 
99ranch.com 


Photo By Jessica Christian 
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If you like cooking Asian food at home, you've 
surely heard of 99 Ranch, the Taiwanese- 
American supermarket chain. Located just off 
Hwy. 280 in Daly City, 99 Ranch is home to 

all manner of Asian eats — spices, oils, chili 
pastes, frozen food, seafood, produce, and 
snacks galore. Americans are the kings of snack 
food, right? Nope — leave that to the pan- 
Asian packaged food producers whose tasty 
goods fill 99 Ranch’s shelves. Some will be 
familiar to even the most pedestrian snacker, 
but the true avant-garde eater will finda 
cornucopia of delicious foreign foods to stock 
the pantry with. Don’t forget the squid snacks! 


BEST PLACE TO INDULGE 
YOUR SWEET TOOTH 
WITHOUT GOING OVER 
YOUR DAILY CALORIE 
LIMIT 

Mission Minis 

3168 22nd St. 

415-817-1540 

missionminis.com 

Most people have a sweet tooth. And a budget. 
And a desired waist size. Which is where 
Mission Minis comes in. For $1, you can choose 
among 11 flavors of mini cupcakes that'll only 
set you back 80 to 100 calories. In addition 

to classic flavors, like vanilla and double 
chocolate, this desserterie, which competed 

in the seventh season of Food Network’s 
Cupcake Wars, offers unique concoctions, such 
as banana maple glaze, almond coconut, and 
blueberries and cream. 


BEST PLACE TO TEST 
YOUR LACTOSE 
INTOLERANCE 
Cheesemonger 
Invitationa 


cheesemongerinvitational.com 

You may think you like cheese, but enter 

the Cheesemonger Invitational at your 

own risk. An event that describes itself as a 
“Fight Club meets Wrestlemania of cheese,” 
the Cheesemonger Invitational features the 
country’s best duking it out while you bask 

in dairy decadence. Not only will you get to 
sample some of the competing mongers’ fine 
work, you'll also have the chance to taste 
offerings from the best cheese vendors in the 
world. If that doesn’t sell you, there are fondue 
stations, charcuterie, a drunk guy in a cow 
costume yelling things, and open bars. You 
also get to experience the majesty of watching 
masters break down wheels of cheese in record 
time, a feat everyone should witness at least 
once. 


BEST PIZZA PLACE 
ON THE EDGE OF THE 
UNIVERSE 

The Pizza Place 


3901 Noriega St. 

415-759-5752 

pizzaplacesf.com 

For someone who lives in the downtown 
corridor — all right, the Tenderloin — the idea 
of going to Ocean Beach for pizza is rife with 
potential pratfalls: high Uber fares, lengthy 
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Muni trips, ever-present fog, jet lag. That said, 
The Pizza Place on Noriega and 46th Ave. is 
well worth those travails. Specializing in East 
Coast fare, The Pizza Place serves slices that 
are thin, greasy and full-flavored — patrons 
can fold those huge portions and shove them 
right in their mouths, which is exactly how 
pizza should be consumed. The specialty pies 
are inventive and delectable, and there is a 
bunch of great beers on tap. It gets zero stars 
for naming gusto, but The Pizza Place earns 
five stars for its product. 


BEST PLACE TO COOK 
YOUR OWN BEEF 
ANZU in Hotel Nikko 


222 Mason St. 

415-394-1100 

restaurantanzu.com 

Located on the second floor of Hotel Nikko, 
ANZU’s contemporary dining room is home 

to both simple elegance and novel experience. 
Case in point, “The Rock.” Order this signature 
starter and you'll be presented with a steaming 
white plate containing a sizzling black Japanese 
river stone heated to 200 degrees and sitting 
in a pool of salt. The rock is for cooking, not 
consuming, and comes with a plate of paper- 
thin sheets of wagyu beef coulette and a trio 
of spicy Korean, kizami carrot, and puréed 
cilantro sauces. The effort of cooking your 
own entree is both enjoyable and entertaining, 
making it an ideal alternative to awkward ice 
breakers, whether you're treating a special 
someone or spending your daily per diem. 


BEST WAY TO EAT 
BROCCOLI 
Delarosa’s Brocco- 
Bruschetta 


37 Yerba Buena Lane 

415-872-7363 

delarosasf.com 

Though Adriano Paganini’s restaurant 
specializes in Roman-style wood-fired pizzas, 
youd be remiss to skip out on its appetizers, in 
particular the broccolini bruschetta, a dish that 
may very well become your new favorite way 

to eat these tiny trees of the produce world. 
Tender baby broccoli is sautéed in garlic and 
butter and served over oozing crescenza cheese 
on thick crunchy slices of toasted baguette. 
With two slices per serving, it’s hardly a meal, 
but still warrants sharing. Getting in your 
veggies feels suspiciously hip when done at 
bustling communal tables illuminated by 

a single hung lightbulb. Delarosa’s second 
location on Yerba Buena Lane opened last fall, 
giving you twice the opportunity to rethink 
broccoli. 


BEST BRICK-AND- 
— TURNED POP- 
A16 


2 Marina Blvd. 

415-339-5888 

Making the less-traditional transition from 
brick-and-mortar to mobile pop-up, A16 is 
finally offering its hearty Monday meatballs 
and signature wood-fired Neapolitan pizzas 
without the inconvenience of needing to book a 
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table. The new concept can be found at Off the 
Grid, Friday nights at Fort Mason, which is the 
only place you can get A16’s Off the Grid Testa, 
a wood-fired pizza topped with house-cured 
soppressata di Testa, roasted spring onions, 
fior di latte, and calabrian chili. You may still 
find yourself waiting in a lengthy line before 
you get your hands on foldable chewy slab, but 
alongside rows and rows of fellow foodie fans, 
standing in the snaking queue feels like more 
of a social experience than an inconvenience. 
Influenced by techniques from the top 
pizzaiolos in the world, the earthy rustic fare is 
a satisfying pay off. 


BEST IZAKAYA/SECOND- 
TIER RESTO FROM A 
MICHELIN-STARRED 
CHEF 

Okane 


669 Townsend St. 

415-865-9788 

okanesf.com 

Because not everyone can shell out a week’s 
worth of rent on the edible art of a hand- 
tweezed tasting menu, veteran restaurateur 
Kash Feng (owner of Michelin-starred 
Omakase) and consulting chef Shin Aoki 
(formally of Michelin-starred Kaigetsu) bring 
you Okane — legit Japanese fare for epicures 
of the 99 percent. The offerings are exquisite 
(with certain ingredients flown in from Tokyo), 
but Okane exhibits the style of a true izakaya, 
which is more of a gastropub than a shrine of 
fine dining. The casual chic eatery provides 
izakaya and sushi options with an emphasis on 
traditional dishes, such as wakadori chicken 
karaage and stewed hijiki seaweed. Okane’s 
menu consists of skewers and small plates, 
which are labeled as “ippin” and broken into 
categories of vegetable, fish, meat, and rice 
and noodles. A designated drinking space, this 
izakaya boasts a selection of specialty sakes 
and a rotating menu of unique wines. 


BEST INDEPENDENT 
COFFEE 
Saint Frank Coffee 


2340 Polk St. 

415-775-1619 

saintfrankcoffee.com 

In an industry where pretense and perfection 
often take precedence over people, it’s 
refreshing to find a coffee shop that cares 
about relationships as much as it does roasting. 
Opened by a middle-school art teacher 

turned coffee aficionado, Saint Frank’s was 
affectionately christened after S.F.’s namesake 
Saint Francis. The oak-paneled space in Russian 
Hill has a minimalist aesthetic, with clean 
white walls and airy natural light. Covert 
espresso machines live by the back wall, 
allowing the tiled J-shaped bar to serve as the 
focal point and the place of connection between 
barista and guest. Its coffee (which is roasted 
at Ritual Coffee Roasters) is sourced through 
direct relationship with coffee producers in 
Honduras, Guatemala, Rwanda, Costa Rica, 
and Burundi — all of which are profiled on 

the company’s website — so you can feel good 
about your espresso and your experience. 


BEST PLACE TO GET 
FOOD PREPARED BY AN 
EX-CON 

Cala 


149 Fell St. 

415-660-7701 

calarestaurant.com 

When culinary powerhouse and 12-time 
restaurateur Gabriela Camara opened her first 
restaurant in Mexico City, it revolutionized the 
country’s concept of quality seafood. This same 
spirit inspired Camara when she opened Cala, 
her first U.S. eatery, last October. The precision 
in the execution of Cala’s dishes is remarkable, 
especially considering that much of the staff 
had no prior restaurant experience and more 
than half of them were formerly incarcerated, 
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Tony's Pizza Napoletana 


coming from Delancey Street and other rehab 
centers. General manager Emma Rosenbush 
(who previously worked at the Prison Law 
Office in Berkeley) is the brains behind the 
idea and has been key to its execution. Lest 
you think these newly employed servers are 
dishing out nachos and queso, be forewarned 
— Cala is a high-end experience, with a menu 
that is interesting, adventurous, and heavy on 
sustainable seafood. 


BEST COCKTAILS WITH 
NO LIQUOR LICENSE 


Huxley 

846 Geary St. 

415-800-8223 

huxleysf.com 

Liquor ain’t cheap, and that’s true on both 
sides of the bar. For some eateries, getting 

a full liquor license just isn’t feasible. Hence 
the introduction of cocktails made with 
vermouth, port, and other fortified wines. 
The restriction of sticking to spirits under 15 
percent ABV inspires Kris Esqueda, mixologist 
and owner of the Tenderloin’s Huxley. He 
mixes a mean Cappalletti Spritz, a refreshing 
Pimm’s Cup, and curious concoctions like the 
Hibiscus Royale (Hibiscus organic liqueur, 
sparkling wine, and soda). A series of spritzes 
complemented by traditional French and 
Italian aperitifs, Huxley’s low-ABV cocktails 
are ideal for brunches, luncheons, and daytime 
drinking in general, with just enough alcohol to 
take off the edge without pushing you over it. 


BEST NEAPOLITAN- 
STYLE PIZZA 


Tony’s Pizza Napoletana 
1570 Stockton St. 

415-835-9888 
tonyspizzanapoletana.com 

Of all the pizzas made in North Beach, perhaps 
none are made as fondly (or with as much flair) 
as those of pizza maestro Tony Gemignani, 
owner of Tony’s Pizza Napoletana and recent 
top dog of the World Pizza Championships 

in Italy. Gemignani spins pizza with the 
finesse of a concert pianist, and his freshly 
baked products are damn good. Inspired by 

a pizzeria in Naples, the 16-year-old corner 
restaurant does its best to pose as Italian, with 
an elegant mirror-backed bar, cozy booths, 

and boisterous ambiance. And much like the 
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Courtesy of Tony's Pizza Napoletana 
owner, it succeeds. Nor does Gemignani stop at 
Neapolitan. The seven ovens in his restaurant 
kick out 13 varieties of pizza, including 
Sicilian, Romana, New York, Detroit, St. Louis, 
and California-style. With beer, wine, and 
craft cocktails to pair, there’s no reason to look 
farther for the perfect piece of pizza. 


BEST NEW HYBRID 
RESTAURANT 


Volta 

868 Mission St., 628-400-6200, voitasf. 
com 

Mashing up different world cuisines is usually 
a popular conceit for new quick-service eateries 
and food trucks to make a quick buck and 

gain Instagram fame, but Volta has shown 

how well global cross-pollination works on a 
refined plate without stretching for novelty 

or pretense in the process. Staffan Terje, the 
charming Swedish chef behind the popular 
Financial District Italian restaurants Perbacco 
and Barbacco, has elegantly paired a number 
of dishes from his homeland (amped up from 

a bounty of local produce) with hearty French 
classics in a stunningly designed restaurant 

so cavernous it seems like it could swallow 

the other two restaurants whole. Now, thanks 
to Terje, a lunch or dinner made of herring 
prepared five ways and beef bourguignon or 
escargot and Swedish meatballs makes total 
harmonious sense thanks to culinary ingenuity 
and a passion for good flavors. 


BEST NEW BOBA TREND 


Mitsu Teahouse 

22 Peace Plaza, 415-985-4545 

The hottest current thing in the world of 
tapioca drinks, a.k.a. boba tea (or, as Hillary 
Clinton recently called them when she tried 
one in New York, “chewy tea”) isn’t a crazy new 
flavor or new way to marinate the root starch 
balls — it’s cotton candy! Yes, just like the kind 
you get at the fair, only more delicate and with 
more exotic flavors than those indeterminate 
blue and pink ones you're used to scarfing 
down with guilt-ridden haste. They fashion the 
cotton candy cloud over the plastic lid of the 
cup, but there’s nothing except maybe common 
decency to prevent you from taking the lid off 
and dunking or dissolving it right in the drink 
for an insanely accelerated sugar rush. Pair it 
with a sophisticated tea flavor such as yuzu, 











Only at Ganim’s 


A Potrero Hill 
sigcrelulea 
Since 1974 


¢ (415) 282-9289 
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PRENCH+BISTRO 





Traditional french cuisine 
in the heart of SoMa! 


Comme Chez Nous 
as you are our home! 


BRUNCH, LUNCH 
EARLY BIRD PRIX-FIXE 
& DINNER 


MATHILDESF.COM 
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315 5TH STREET 415-546-6128 
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breakfast 
Salelel folate 


SUSTAIMES CMOPGY 
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BREAKFAST | 


Blueberry Almond 





LIVE KIND. every day. 
#nowservingbreakfast 
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RAWEST NEW 
FOOD TREND 


The island trend of Hawaiian-style poke, or raw 
fish/seafood dressed with a variety of sauces 
and fresh toppings, has been kicking around the 
West Coast mainland for a while, particularly in 
Los Angeles, where its lean protein-rich nature 
is a big hit with the diet and camera conscious. 

It has been available in San Francisco for a long 
time at places like Blue Hawaii in Embarcadero 
Center, a cafe that also was an early local adopter 
of serving acai bowls, but it’s only recently that 
it has started to gain steam as a movement, with 
two new places leading the pack and more to 
follow before the end of the year. 

The quick and delicious salad bar setup at 
Poki Time in the Inner Sunset has been a quick 
hit with UCSF workers and neighborhood 
residents who are already well known to love 
Asian flavors. Protein choices include crab meat, 
yellowtail, salmon, and tuna, with more than 
a dozen possible toppings to add, from fried 
onions and mango to corn and seaweed salad. 
They re smart enough to offer mochi for dessert, 
too. 

The even newer I'A Poke is capitalizing on two 
fun foods, poke bowls and “sushi burritos,” 
which are essentially long, uncut sushi rolls that 
can be customized with seafood and veggies. 
Here the variety of proteins includes octopus 
and shrimp, salmon and three kinds of tuna, 
plus extra creative add-ons like sundried tomato 
guacamole. 


Poki Time 
549 Irving St., 415-702-6333, pokitime.com 


TA Poke 


314 Church St., 415-829-8030, lapoke.com 


FIVE PLACES WITH 
INSANELY GREAT 
WALLPAPER 


If there’s one restaurant trend that we're eager 
to see get hit by a train, it’s the ubiquity of 
white subway tile. We get it: It’s cheap, and 
apart from giving that grout a semiannual 
deep scrub, it’s easy to keep clean and bright. 
(We're also kind of over Edison bulbs, but 
since incandescent light is food photography’s 
friend, we can make our peace with them.) The 
pendulum is swinging the other way, however, 
and taking San Francisco restaurant walls deep 
into the world of bold patterns and aggressive 
prints. 

Possibly the most daring are the gaudy, 

floral walls at Leo’s Oyster Bar (568 
Sacramento St.), which have been compared 
to the Golden Girls’ lanai but which also look 
a lot like the work of the Post-Impressionist 
painter Henri Rousseau (or the cover art for 
Fleetwood Mac’s album Tango in the Night). 
Throw in the mirrors and the globed lights and 
it’s a sexy jungle in there. 

Recently opened Mexican restaurant Fenix 
(1077 Mission St.) is so new that we haven't 
had a chance to evaluate the food properly, but 





we give two thumbs up to the walls: They’re 
slathered in a design that replicates a loteria 
board. The Mexican equivalent of bingo — 
which comes with refresh-your-vocab icons 
like la rana (“the frog”) and la sandia (“the 
watermelon’) it’s a busy background against 
which the happy bustle of a restaurant seems 
to pop. Just don't get too carried away with 
the Fresca Fresa sangria, or you'll end up 
disheveled in an alley like el borracho. 
Pineapples are a sorely underused motif, 
generally speaking. Not so at Wrecking Ball 
Coffee Roasters (2271 Union St.), where 
there are two distinct wallpapers by Hygge & 
West that make the most of the bromeliad as 
a way of breaking up the otherwise sleek and 
modern design. “Hygge” is Danish for “cozy,” 
but Art Nouveau lushness transcends mere 
human language. 

Richmond pizza-and-pasta joint Fiorella 
(2339 Clement St.) went for the hometown 
pride route — or at least the home-region 
pride route. Bedazzled with images of Alice 
Waters, Angela Davis, the BART logo, and 
other local notables, it’s like the legends are 
watching you eat. Let us not overlook the 
generally excellent cacio e pepe, but we do 
need to give a shout-out to Fiorella’s bathroom 
walls, which look like some terraced, alternate- 
dimension San Francisco whose hills took 
anabolic steroids. 

Not technically new, but still newish — at least 
in its current location — Jaliscan-Californian 
restaurant Lolo (974 Valencia St.) has the 
most delightfully indecisive interior, as if 

the decorator couldn't decide which outdoor 
tablecloth to use for inspiration. Checks, 
vertical stripes, hibiscuses, paper hats, palm 
trees, and even car doors — they’re all there, 
and the result is the dining equivalent of a 
KA-BLAM intertitle during a fight on the 60s 
Batman TV show. 


Garden Party at 
Leo's Oyster Bar 
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hazelnut, or blood orange for the ultimate in 
high-low sipping/snacking. 


del NEW THAI © 


Ti nec SE Al tchnen 
710 Florida St. A15- 814-2920 or 
farmhousesf.com 
Thai chef Kasem “Pop” Saengsawang owns 
several solid restaurants in San Francisco, 
including the breakfast-centric Sweet Maple 
and the Asian fusion spot Kitchen Story, but 
his newest project Farmhouse Kitchen is the 
one to miss at your peril. Kitchen may be a 
common name at Saengsawang’s restaurants, 
but the truth is that he really does make you 
feel at home with his cooking, especially here 





Michael Ares 


SPRING AT THE CLIFF House 


as he makes dishes from his homeland. The 
menu is intimidatingly large and has several 
highlights that successfully fuse classic with 
modern Thai sensibilities, but you have to order 
some blue rice (given a vibrant hue by butterfly 
pea flowers, which is often used to make blue 
tea) and the Las Vegas-esque dessert platter, 
which combines ice cream, sticky rice and other 
treats that are perfect for marking a birthday or 
just to celebrate getting through another day in 
the city. 


BEST NEW SUSHI 


mak 
665 Townsend St. 415-865-0633 or 
omakasesf.com 
There are a few unusual notions about Omakase, 
the high-end SoMa prix fixe sushi bar. The first is 
the restaurant’s name, which can confuse diners 
because omakase is the word that Japanese 
restaurants of its ilk use to denote their chef’s 
choice tasting-menu options. And then there’s 
the fact that proprietor Jackson Yu is actually 
Chinese, and uncharacteristically funny, 
outgoing, and bubbly for a pricey sushi chef, 
making a meal here a lot less buttoned up than 
at similar places around town. It’s not a cheap 
proposition, with strict choices of a $100, $150, 
or $200 meal, but it amounts to a delightful and 
entertaining evening between Yu’s show and the 
delicate, exotic cuts of fish and whole seafood 
products, many of which are sourced straight 
from Tokyo’s famous Tsukiji Market. 


: teesr 
wm 





> WINNER . 
° ° 


ryu 





Open daily from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm_Located at Point Lobos and Merrie Way 
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Vintage Steakhouse Style. 
Modern Steakhouse Menu. 


Dinner Nightly. Lunch Thursday & Friday. 
Happy Hour Weekdays 4-6p. 


1420 MARKET ST - SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 590-2585+ALTACA.CO 
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San Francisco's Premium Cannabis Delivery & Dispensary 


Lotions 


Patches 


Edibles 


Flowers 


Concentrates 


Prerolls 


Vape Pens 





Dispensary & Delivery 


415 409 1002 *«trybasa.com 
1326 Grove Street 
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SHOPPING & SERVICES 


BEST ADULT STORE 
GOOD VIBRATIONS 


BEST ANTIQUE SHOP 
WEST PORTAL 
ANTIQUES 


BEST APPLIANCE SHOP 
COSTCO 


BEST AUTO REPAIR 
OUTWEST GARAGE 


BEST BANK 
STERLING BANK & TRUST 


BEST BICYCLE SHOP 
VALENCIA CYCLERY 


3} sts M3100) Qos K@) 50 
GREEN APPLE BOOKS 


BEST CAMERA STORE 
SAMY’S CAMERA 


BEST CARPET CLEANER 
COIT 


BEST CARPET STORE 
THE FLOOR STORE 
BEST DELIVERY MEAL 

SERVICE 
MUNCHERY 


BEST DENTIST 
|B) 5a DYA\YA 1D} s (0) 


BEST DOCTOR 
ONE MEDICAL 


BEST DRY CLEANER 
LAUNDRY LOCKER 


BEST EYEWEAR STORE 
DR. STAMPERS 
OPTOMETRY 


BEST FABRIC STORE 
FABRIC OUTLET 


BEST FLOOR STORE 
FLOORCRAFT 


BEST FURNITURE STORE 


ASHLEY’S FURNITURE 


BEST GROCERY DELIVERY 
SERVICE 


INSTACART 


BEST HAIR SALON 


PUBLIC BARBER SALON 


BEST HARDWARE STORE 
COLE HARDWARE 
BEST HIGH END 
LIQUOR STORE 
CASK 


BEST HYBRID CAR 
TOYOTA PRIUS 


BEST JEWELRY STORE 
CARTIER 
BEST LIQUOR 
DELIVERY SERVICE 
SAUCEY 
BEST MANICURE AND 
PEDICURE 
14 
BEST MARIJUANA DELIVERY 
SERVICE 
SPARC 


BEST MASSAGE 
ILLUMINATE BODY 
WORK 


BEST BEST MATTRESS STORE 
MANCINI'S 
SLEEPWORLD 
BEST MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
EVALUATION DOCTOR 
PRICELESS 
EVALUATIONS 


BEST MEDICAL SPA 
EPI CENTER 
MEDICAL SPA 


BEST MEN'S WEAR STORE 
TRUMAKER 
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OIL CAN HENRY’S 


BEST PET STORE 
PET CLUB 


BEST PHARMACY 
WALGREEN’S 


BEST PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION AGENCY 
BART 


BEST RECORD STORE 
AMOEBA RECORDS 


BEST RIDE SHARE COMPANY 
LYFT 


BEST SELF STORAGE 
PUBLIC SELF STORAGE 


BEST SHOE STORE 
PIPER SHOE PARLOR 


BEST SPA 
KABUKI SPRINGS & SPA 


BEST TATTOO SHOP 
DREAM MASTERS 
CUSTOM TATTOOS 


BEST TIRE SHOP 
AMERICAS TIRE 


BEST VACUUM STORE 
TIP TOP VACUUM & 
S) 5 (0) BS) 1 a0 4 (el = 


SSN MAVAINE UNG) s) 3 (@) 2 
RELIC VINTAGE 


BEST WOMEN’S APPAREL 
AMBIANCE 


BEST WINE STORE 
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MY MOTHER 
WAS A SNEAKER 


MY FATHER WAS 
A DRESS SHOE 


| can’t help it. | was born this way. Insanely comfortable and 
ready for a day in the office. Think of me as the Un-Sneaker.” 


SAMUELHUBBARD.COM 


San ©. ERM “Aa KE shes 
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on Abe »r~unn 
WALK*RUN®*HIKE*PLAYe LIVE 


1310 9th Ave. at Irving St. (Muni stop) 415.682.2042 
www.ontherunshoes.com Open 7 days a week 


CitiShoes 


751 Irving St. at 9th Ave. (Muni stop) 415.665.6112 Open 7 days a week 
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BEST USE OF DR. SEUSS 


The Green Cross 
4218 Mission St. 
415-648-4420 
thegreencross.org 


While waiting in line for the weekend's 
quarter of Cookies 
I spied some illustrations that made me feel 
like a cannabis rookie 
Right past the batches of OG and stacks of edibles 


Was acollection of artwork, some adult, 
all incredible 
The adult masterpieces of the sly 
master of rhyme 
Dr. Seuss’s non-lyrical artworks — mostly 
unknown! What a crime! 
There they all were, on the 

wall at Green Cross: 

Bizarre-looking fishes, odd mounted faces 

Psychedelic landscapes of faraway 
mystical places 

Seuss’ interpretation of the “Abduction of 
the Sabine Women” 

Is this a cannabis club or an art museum? 

My eyes started dimming 
I stood and I stared, I lost all track of time 
Til the kindly budtender handed 
me what was mine 
On my way out, I planned a return 
Now if only I could sit here and lounge 
while I partook of a burn... 


BEST MARIJUANA 
SMOKING LOUNGE 
Bernal Heights Collective 


33 29th St. 

415-463-7473 

bernalheights.org 

Back in the day, about 10 or so years ago, 
there was another term used for where the 
kids today go to buy weed: “cannabis clubs.” 
The term conjures up a sort of non-exclusive 
Pacific Union, where marijuana users can 
make friends over a shared joint and compare 
notes over various strains of OG, or simply 
have a place to sit and chill rather without 
worrying about irritating the neighbors or 
exposing the kids playing in the park to your 
secondhand smoke. (Trust us: Moms don’t 
want to hear about marijuana’s benefits.) 
There are a couple such actual clubs left in San 
Francisco — for now — and the oldest and 
most comfortable by far is Bernal Heights’. 
You need no more than a few bucks to score 

a pre-roll from the counter, and if dabbing is 
more your thing, there’s ample seating to sink 
in after you’ve blown your mind. Once upon 
a time, this was what cannabis was all about: 
good vibes, reflection, and community. The 
club is having trouble with its new landlord, 
so shake a leg on out before the good times 
are gone. 


BEST PLACE TO STASH 
YOUR DOG 
Backyard and Beach 


415-562-8547 

backyardandbeach.com 

Just because you get to go on vacation or take 

a weekend in Vegas doesn’t mean you have to 
drop your dog off at the modern-day equivalent 
of the orphanage. And be real: Your friends do 
not want to “just drop by a few times” to feed 
and collect the droppings you'd rather not deal 
with. You're getting out of town for a change of 
scenery; why not do the same for your canine 
companion? Backyard and Beach is just that: 
room and board for your pup within quick walking 
distance of San Francisco’s giant outdoor litter 
box-slash-unending stretch of doggie play area, 
Ocean Beach. If yours is a robust pup, he or she 
will frolick in the surf in your absence; if age is a 
consideration, there’s the luxury of lounging in 
a safe, contained environment with professional 
pet-lovers. They won't know you were gone — 
more likely, they will regret your return and resent 
you until you leave again. 


BEST LIBRARY TO 

CHECK OUT THE BLACK 
PANTHER PROPAGANDA 
THE CIA NEVER GOT 
AROUND TO SHREDDING 


The Freedom Archives 

522 Valencia St. 

415-863-9977 

freedomarchives.org 

An inconspicuous doorway off Valencia Street 
leads to a treasure trove of zines and 10,000-plus 
hours of sound and video recordings from the 
1960s to the 1990s, all charting the progressive 
history of the Bay and its effect on global radical 
movements. Touch with your very own hands 
the yellowed circulars, leaflets, and handbills (ye 
olde lingo for “newspapers” and “flyers”) that, 

in a pre-social media world, cemented the city’s 
progressive reputation and helped to spread 
those so-called “San Francisco values” that Fox 
News anchors love to hate on. Bonus: The place 
was founded and is still run by former political 
prisoner Claude Marks, who made the FBI's 10 
Most Wanted List in the 1980s for “prison escape 
conspiracy. 


BEST PLACE FOR A FREE 
HIV TEST FEATURING 
NAKED DUDES 

EE tabscegl at Nob 
Hill Theatre 


729 Bush St. 

415-397-6758 

thenobhilltheatre.com 

Nob Hill Theatre, the all-genders-welcome male 
strip club, is holding it down on Bush Street, and 
after several decades of D, it’s still S.F’s only place 
to see full-frontal guys up close, seven nights a 
week (for $20). Now, on Friday nights, sex-worker 
clinic St. James Infirmary provides free rapid HIV 
tests inside, making the theater the only legal 
place in town where you can watch dudes get nude 
to a Demi Lovato jam, get stuck with a needle, be 
back in time for an Ariana Grande routine, and 
have your test results ready before the new Sia 
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song comes on over the soundsystem. Don’t forget Gallery. At four feet high, it’s taller than many 
to tip your dancer. of the children who would presumably whack 


him, and is constructed with an internal wire 
frame that allows him to be a larger and vastly 


BEST PLACE TO LIVE OUT more detailed caricature than the standard crepe- 
YOUR INTERNET MEME paper pifiatas. With very distinct facial features, 


DRE AMS opposable thumbs on his (small, of course) hands, 
° and a spot-on recreation of Trump’s hilariously 

KitTea Cat Cafe horrible hair, this particular Trump makes 

96 Gough St. throwing children’s parties great again. 

415-658-7888 

kitteasf.com 


If you don’t have a cat to harvest any social media BEST SPOT TO SERIOUSLY 
fame, then slide through KitTea to up your cat LEVEL UP YOUR 


game. KitTea is a tea shop that just happens to be 
filled with cats —cats that are in the shop with SNEAKER GAME 


the specific purpose for you, the customer, to The Darkside Initiative 
hang out with, pet, adopt, and maybe even get the 1827 Powell St. 

chance to snap a picture with. Oh, and the tea’s 415-837-1909 — 

not bad, either. thedarksideinitiative.com 


Few things in life are as important (or able to 
single-handedly make or break an outfit) as 


BEST DON ALD TRUMP footwear. If youre in the market for new sneakers, 


head to The Darkside Initiative, a purveyor 


PINATA of crucial streetwear on the northern edge of 


Pinta Art and Studio Washington Square Park. There you ll find the 
Galler finest selection of sneakers in the Bay Area, 


oe | including brands like Nike, Vans, Adidas, and 
an ma : Bea Converse, mostly of the limited-edition variety. 


Donald Trump’s bid for president has led theyre oor ot me ~ a Wong wice my 
shops across the nation to sell the Republican aaah i i cu anu ee ts ae me 
presidential candidate in effigy. Several Mission Dee ess an oe ee mere 
Street stores sell them, but the Taj Mahal of ee ee 


Trump pinatas is found at Pifiata Art and Studio ore Gary epee) lon te COveieG. 
cult cyberpunk outerwear brand Acronym. 
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Consultations Are Free... Med Soa LM [e RG = IN Cc YY 
Results Priceless! Epi Center MedSpa is the first LEED 
certified eco-triendly MedSpa in the 
Treatments Correct + Our Specialty Procedures nation. We provide a unique concept in - K Mi 7 = 


skin care and a refuge for skin rejuvenation 















Sun Damage Developer of IPL PhotoFacial™ 

Uneven Pigmentation BOTOX® Cosmetic, Dysport® Injections and renewal. Enjoy on ee facial 

Brown & Age Spots Restylane®, Perlane®, Juvéderm™, or experience a cosmetic enhancement 

Facial Redness & Rosacea Voluma®, Belotero® procedure to correct signs of aging. SERVI N G SAN FRAN C | SCO 
Acne & Acne Scars Y Lift®, Volume Lift® 

Skin Texture & Tightening — Ultherapy® Skin Tightening 

Facial Lines & Wrinkles CoolSculping® Freezing Unwanted Fat 450 Sutter Street #800 

Under Eye Rejuvenation MicroNeedling San Francisco, CA 94108 

Weight Reduction Chemical Peels e ° 











ites ae Clinical Facials ANA 307 2754 


Permanent Make Up Cosmetic & General Dermatology ae 
Tattoo Removal High Speed Laser Hair Removal www.skinrejuv.com 


License # 936690 www.rinosecurity.com 
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Visit Hawail.com 
Three Nights at the oceanfront Montage Kapalua Bay, a 


Forbes Five-Star resort, and three nights at The Ritz-Carlton, 


Kapalua, a AAA Five-Diamond beachfront resort. 


Kapalua Golf 


Bi ist tome. te 1 


Alaska (SE PACIFIC WHALE 


AIPLINES 


THE RITZ-CARLTON 


KAPALUA 





Experience Hawaii like you live here...on-line. 
Choose an Island that’s right for you, find the resort of your dreams then 
explore all the activities, shopping and dining that await you in paradise! 


For more information and to register, 
visit hawaii.com/luxurycontest 
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THE RITZ-CARLTON 


KAPALUA 











e Alaska Airlines round trip air 
transportation for two 


e Montage Kapalua Bay 3-night 


e The Ritz-Carlton Spa® treatment 
for two 


e Cane & Canoe dinner for two 


accommodations for two 
e The Banyan Tree dinner for two 


e The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua 3 -night 


accommodations for two e Round of golf for two at The Bay or 


Plantation Course in Kapalua 
e Jean-Michel Cousteau’s Ambassadors 


of the Environment excursion fortwo ° Pacific Whale Foundation Ocean Spirit 


Adult Sunset Sail out of Lahaina for 


e Spa Montage treatment for two two adults 


Hawall 


Your complete source for island travel. 


*Must be 18 years of age or older to enter. No purchase necessary. Winner chosen by random draw. 
Odds determined by number of entries. Travel valid from any Alaska Airlines gateway in North America. 
Winner travel dates, times and package components subject to change & availability. Restrictions apply. 
Contest ends on June 30, 2016 at 11:59 p.m. HST. See website for complete details. 
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BEST WINE SHOP 
K&L Wine Merchants 


855 Harrison St. 

415-896-1734 

kiwines.com 

Already a well-established outpost for value 
and splurge-worthy selections, K&L recently 
moved a few blocks from its original SoMa 
location, and we’re happy to report that 
things got better. K&L, which has stores in 
Hollywood and Redwood City, finds itself in 
that happy medium between the watered- 
down booze empires dotting suburbia and 
the dedicated yet small speciality shops 

we hope to find in all neighborhoods. 

Their mojo is direct imports, and virtually 
everything they offer is a few dollars less 
than everyone else at least. Pair this with 

a staff that drinks everything they opine 
about — K&L’s website is extensive with 
both in-house and professional reviews — 
and you'll need a hand truck to get out of 
the place. California is covered well, but K&L 
truly stands out with its European offerings. 
Start in England with sparkling wine you 
didn’t know existed, head east to Bordeaux 
for 10-year-old wines under $20, and then 
maybe swing through Rioja for something 
with more age at $15 or less. Ever tried 

an orange wine from Hungary, Georgia, 

or Slovenia? Or a Zinfandel from Croatia? 
Now's your chance. 


CALL US FIRST! 
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BEST RECORD STORE 


Rooky Ricardo’s Records 
448 Haight St. 

415-864-7526 

rookyricardosrecords.com 

When employees at a store asks if they can help 
you find anything, it’s usually a meaningless 
gesture, or at worst, a threat of surveillance, but 
when Dick Vivian asks you what you're looking for 
when you walk into Rooky Ricardo’s Records, he 
wants to help you find the funkiest, silkiest tunes 
he has — of which he has a lot. Vivian supplies 
everything from the craziest early R&B and rock 
‘n’ roll cuts from the Jive Bombers, to New Orleans 
soul legend Irma Thomas, to S.F. boogie jewel 
Celest Hardie. The old Rooky’s location that looked 
kind of like a Hairspray set is currently being 
seismically retrofitted, but its new location, just 
across the street from the old one, is just as funky. 


BEST “BECAUSE YOU HAD 
A BAD DAY” SHOP 
Healthy Spirits 


1042 Clement St. & 2299 15th St. 
415-255-0610 

healthyspiritssf.com 

We've all had that day: the one where you 
accidentally hit “Reply All” on an email intended 
for one or get rear-ended as you're backing out of 
the veterinary clinic where you've just spent your 
life savings to find out that the results on your 
cat’s blood work are “inconclusive.” Sometimes you 


24/7 SERVICE 


PLUM BIN G 


IN THE HEART OF SAN FRANCISCO 


LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED FRANCHISE. LIMITED SERVICE AREA. 


415-980-6008 


MrROOTER.COM/SAN-FRANCISCO 
LICENSE #974194 - INSURED 
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bernal y@ga 


‘‘Independently Call 415.643.9007 
owned and 908 Cortland Ave 
operated since | @ Folsom 
2002” bernalyoga.com 


Variety of classes in a relaxed nurturing environment! 
BEST OF SF 2016 HONORABLE MENTION! © 








FORECLOSURES 


and 


DISTRESS SALES 
Visit: 
www. anFranDistress com 


Homesmart Platinum Living Ca Lic#01243031 





Landscaping 


Specialists in Residential 


Urban Landscaping 


Janet Moyer Landscaping specializes in the creation of “Water-wise” 
custom residential landscapes that address the unique challenges 


posed by San Francisco’s climate, terrain and architectural constraints. 


Irrigation Association Certification 

Certified Irrigaton Contractor, Certified 

Irrigation Designer, Certified Landscape 
Irrigation Auditor, Certified Water Manager 


Award winning design 
“Outstanding Achievement Award” 
California Landscape Contractors 
Association, 2007 - 2009, 2012 & 2013 


W 


415-821-3760 - 1031 Valencia St., San Francisco - jmoyerlandscaping.com 


Landscape Contractor License 853919 - Pest Control License 36389 
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THANK YOU 


for voting 7 
DAVIDON HOMES 


Best New Home Builder bat tid 


DY NVAIBO NES (OWE 
AT WILDER 


LJAVIDON [4|OMES 


» visit homesbydavidon.com 


925.945.8000 
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need a treat, and that’s all that Healthy Spirits, 
with locations in the Inner Richmond and Castro 
Districts, has to offer. Featuring shelves stocked 
with all manner of unique and tasty beer, a hearty 
selection of spirits, homemade hummus, pita, and 
gelatos, there’s a pick-me-up for whatever ails you. 
Regular customers can even sign-up for Healthy 
Spirits’ raffles where lucky winners get access to hot 
buys like the coveted Pappy Van Winkle whiskey. 
Thank goodness for silver linings. 


BEST STORE TO UPDATE 
YOUR DOG'S WARDROBE 


900 North Point St., Suite. E204 
415-346-8878 

yapstores.com 

You know you've found the perfect store to outfit 
your dog when you go to their website and find 
that they have not one, but seven different clothing 
categories — including formalwear and raincoats. 
As Yap Stores’ many offerings suggest, this doggy 
boutique is about more than just keeping your 

pup dry on a rainy day. This is where you go if 

you want your furry friend to look hip and stylish 
(perhaps even more so than you). Standout threads 
include faux fur coats (available in pink, aqua, and 
black), leather jackets, cashmere sweaters, summer 
dresses, trench coats, and yes, even tuxedos and 
white lace wedding gowns. All the outfits are 
designed in-store by Yap’s “chief designer” and 
made at the store’s production facility by the 
airport. Shop at Yap and you're not only keeping 


your K-9 runway ready, but you'll be supporting a 
local business, too. 


BEST TAILOR TO MEND 
THE HOLE IN YOUR JEANS 
AFTER YOU FELL LAST 
WEEKEND 


2192 Mission St. 

415-255-2209 

So you went out last Saturday night and wore those 
new dark-wash, skinny leg jeans that you just bought 
despite the fact that it’s the end of the month and 
you should be saving that money for your rent 
check. You and a few friends hit up that bougie 
new wine bar down the block from your apartment 
and one thing leads to another and pretty soon 
you re prancing around town on your very own 
bar crawl. It’s one of those early summer evenings, 
when the weather is (finally) warm, and there’s a 
slight breeze that’s helping to keep your pits dry 
and your hair perpetually blown back as if you 
were on a prolonged photo shoot. You feel like a 
model. Hell, you feel absolutely fabulous. ‘That is, 
until you trip on a tree root and are catapulted 
onto the unforgiving sidewalk. The palms of your 
hands are scratched and slightly bloody, but worse 
yet, your jeans are ripped. There's now a gaping 
hole on the right knee and you'll be damned if 
youre going to fix that hole yourself (or worse yet, 
slap a patch on it). The good news is there is such 
a thing as a reasonably priced tailor in the city. 
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For only a few dollars (about $3 to $5, depending 
on the size of the hole), you can get that blemish 
mended faster than it will take for those scratches 
on your palms to heal. 


BEST LUNCH HOUR 
MANICURE 
Lucky Nails 


55A Sutter St. 

415-981-5321 

If you’re anywhere around Market Street during 
lunchtime, chances are you work nearby or are out 
shopping. Regardless, one thing’s for sure: you're 
pressed for time. Fortunately, quick service nail 
salons like Lucky Nails are also in the area to help 
busy individuals, such as yourself, make the most 
of their limited time. The prices are reasonable, 
too. In under 45 minutes, you can get a gel 
manicure for $25. Lucky Nails comes with a few 
quirks, however. While the shop is clean and 
tidy, it lacks tables — of any kind. Instead, you 
sit in one of the many stuffed armchairs lining 
the perimeter of the room and use a pillow laid 
flat on your lap as a tabletop surface, while the 
manicurist perches on a plastic stool in front of 
you. Weird? Yes. But it works, so who cares? 


BEST STORE TO BUY 
OTHER PEOPLE'S 
CLOTHING 

No Shop 


389 Valencia St. 

415-252-9982 

There’s no shortage of vintage and thrift shops in 
the Mission, but well-curated, affordable shops 
are few and far between. At No Shop, you get the 
best of both worlds: cool, vintage threads that 
won't break the bank or require latex gloves and 
hours of sifting through bins and racks to find 
something fabulous. Everything a vintage junkie 
could possibly want, need, or desire is here, from 
letterman and leather motorcycle jackets to 
pleated skirts and long hippie dresses. They even 
offer a selection of vintage and new macramé 
plant hangers. Though the 7-year-old store 
doesn’t specialize in any specific decades or eras 
— you're just as likely to find a lace Victorian 
gown as you are a pair of ’90s cut-off Daisy Dukes 
shorts — there is a theme that ties all the clothes 
together. Says one employee: “If we think it’s 
cool, we'll try to sell it.” 


BEST STORE TO ALIGN 
YOUR CHAKRAS 


The Love of Ganesha 

1573 Haight St. 

415-863-0999 

According to Indian thought, we have seven 
centers of spiritual power on our bodies 
called chakras, starting from our reproductive 
organs all the way up to the top of our heads. 
Each chakra has a specific color, power, 

and assortment of crystals associated with 
it. For instance, if you're feeling tired and 
unmotivated, you should focus on your third 
chakra, the solar plexus, which is located on 
your belly button, by surrounding yourself 
with yellow and gold crystals, like citrine, 
amber, and yellow jasper. There’s certainly 
no shortage of stores that sell crystals along 
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Haight, but if you’re in the market for some 
chakra aligners, The Love of Ganesha is your 
best bet. Not only are they reasonably priced, 
but the store is littered with informative signs 
that tell you where each crystal is from and 
what its properties are. If lying on the ground 
and meditating with crystals on your chakras 
doesn’t appeal to you, you can get your crystal 
wire-wrapped into a pendant to wear as a 
necklace or a keychain. The Love of Ganesh also 
has a “meditation room” — a bhatik-covered 
tent that looks like a miniature Nepalese yurt — 
where you can stretch out and get zen. 


BEST ANIMALS TO 
PLANT SUCCULENTS IN 
Coastal Moss 


etsy.com/shop/coastalmoss 

Succulents are so in right now, but terra-cotta 
pots are so out, so why not pair that echeveria 
you got at the farmer’s market in a gold-painted 
Triceratops pot instead? In her online Etsy shop, 
Bay Area resident Heather Fields Martinucci 
sells brightly painted planters in the $20 to $50 
range, made of hollowed-out vintage animal 
toys, like rhinoceroses, hippos, elephants, and, 
of course, dinosaurs. Many of the planters even 
come with succulents, lichen, and moss gathered 
from Martinucci’s own backyard. (Though we 
don’t know where exactly she lives, she does say 
that she lives in a “coastal redwood forest.”) For 
a one-of-a-kind, conversation-starter item, it 
doesn’t get much better than this. 


BEST FACE PRODUCTS 
He YOU'LL WANT TO 
La Conchita Naturals 


etsy.com/shop/laconchitanaturals 

Ten years ago, the woman behind La Conchita 
Naturals — sold exclusively on Etsy — started 
concocting her own all-natural, chemical- and 
oil-free beauty products for herself and her 
friends. Her creations, which included face 

and body products and makeup, went over so 
well that she’s since turned her hobby into a 
full-on business. Most of her products, like the 
pumpkin face mask with oatmeal and honey, 
the strawberry cream face mask, or the cocoa 
mint body butter, sound good enough to eat 
— and can even be eaten, although it’s not 
recommended. She also makes eye shadows 
and lip tints that are vegan and made with shea 
butter, coconut and avocado oils, and crushed 
freshwater pearls. Don’t let the all-natural, 
cruelty-free products turn you off: La Conchita 
Naturals’ makeup is anything but boring. Eye 
shadows come in metallic hues and there’s even a 
midnight black lip tint. 


BEST CUTTING BOARD 
DMWR 


etsy.com/shop/dmwr 

It’s not often that you get to show off your 
cutting-board collection, but when and if that 
opportunity arises, you better have something 
cool to bring to the table. For an artistic twist on 
an old classic, Dave Marcoullier, an arborist and 
landscape designer in the Mission, has created 

a line of cutting boards that are hand-etched 
with various organic designs, like aloe, coral, 
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echeveria, and the California poppy. The boards 
are made out of walnut and treated with natural 
oils to give the wood different hues. Marcoullier 
also sells wood wall hangings and decorations — 
which could ostensibly be used as cutting boards, 
too — and which are engraved with bicycles, 
fingerprints, peacocks, a map of San Francisco, 
or the skyline of practically every major city in 
the U.S. 


BEST UMBRELLA THAT’S 
ALSO A SAMURAI 
SWORD 

Loved To Death 


1681 Haight St. 

415-551-1036 

lovedtodeath.com 

Instead of letting a rainy day ruin your outfit, 
why not use it as a chance to enhance it by 
adding a Japanese sword-slash-umbrella into 
the mix? With its nylon scabbard, you'll look like 
a badass samurai, slicing away at antagonistic 
raindrops aiming straight for your suede jacket. 
When you're not using your “swordbrella” to 
fend off H20, you can sling it over your shoulder 
for an even more realistic warrior look (which, 
depending on the neighborhood you're walking 
in, might not be a bad thing). 


BEST REUSABLE JUICE 
BOTTLES 


Living Greens 
1501 Cortland Ave. 

415-602-9513 

livinggreensjuice.com 

It’s not hard to find fresh juice in the city — or 
really any major city, given how popular this fad 
is right now. But though the flavors might be 
(roughly) the same from juice joint to juice joint, 
the receptacles in which the juice is served varies 
greatly. While plastic bottles seem to be the norm 
— or glass cups if you're drinking in-house — 
there are a number of juiceries that bottle their 
wares in glass bottles. At Living Greens, their 
juices come in 8 oz. and 16 oz. cream and milk 
jars, the likes of which you see in old movies or 
in the dairy section of Whole Foods. The long 
neck and curved bottom of the 8 oz. bottle and 
the slender, narrow shape of the 16 oz. bottle 
make for, among other things, great vases or 
planters, as well as olive oil or dry goods storage 
containers. If hoarding glass bottles isn’t your 
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thing, the store offers $2 refunds if you return 
our jar. 


EST STORE TO GET YOUR 
GEEK ON 
Whatever Store 


548 Castro St. 

415-861-9428 

whateverstoreonline.com 

If there’s any place in S.E where you can let your 

geek flag fly, it’s Whatever Store. At this 10-year-old, 
neon green painted hole-in-the-wall shop in the 
Castro, the walls are lined with shelves upon shelves 
of comic books, graphic novels, manga, and other 
paraphernalia, like action figures and posters. This is 
the place to head if you want the newest comic-book 
releases, while older back issues are usually for sale at 
a discount. If you're into Eaglemoss figurines, they’ve 
got ‘em, too, and Whatever is known for carrying a 
large selection of action figures of yore. Perhaps the 
best part about the store is that the people who work 
there, as well as the people who shop there, are all 
into the same thing. In other words, geeking out over 
plot twists, new characters, or upcoming issues is not 
only commonplace, it’s encouraged. 


BEST SPOT TO WATCH AN 
S.F. SUNSET - 
Adventure Cat Sailing 
Charters 


Pier 39, Dock J 

415-777-1630 

adventurecat.com 

One of the best places to see San Francisco’s skyline 
at sunset is from the Bay Bridge. Then again, it’s 
also one of the worst places because it’s not like 

you can get out of your car to snap the photo. For 
an equally, if not more impressive sunset photo, 
you can take one from the deck of a catamaran 
as it cruises languidly around the Bay. On the 
90-minute ride — which you can also take in the 
afternoon — you'll circle around Alcatraz Island, 
sail underneath the Golden Gate Bridge, and get 
prime views of San Francisco’s skyline. Snacks 
and libations (including the alcoholic kind) are 
on deck, as well as a trampoline that is — worry 
not — surrounded by a net, though not immune 
to ocean spray. If you're lucky, you'll catch a 
glimpse of some of the Bay Area’s marine wildlife, 
including pelicans, sea lions, dolphins, and even 
the occasional whale. Wear the right clothing and 
you might even get a tan (or sunburn), but one 
thing’s for sure: You'll get great pictures. 


Courtesy of Adventure Cat Sailing Charters 
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Roll Over Easy Astral Projection Radio Hour Warm Focus Radioculars 
Taking San Francisco dark sound, occult vibes, Uninterrupted instrumentals The best new underground 
from under the covers to Snack-o-scopes™ designed to induce a state music from around the 
after coffee. Thurs 7:30-9:30AM Tues 4:00-6:00PM of Flow. Wed Noon-2:00PM Interwebs. Mon 4:00-6:00PM 


BFF fin BFF.fm/shows /bestfrequencies s' @BFFdotFM 1e)| @bffdotfm 


SFWEEKLY.COM ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ° SF WEEKLY'S BEST OF SAN FRANCISCO'S 2016 57 







California Institute 


of Integral Studies 
www.clis.edu 
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At our information sessions, faculty will provide insight into the programs’ mission 
and purpose, and cover relevant topics in their fields. Questions about admissions, 


curriculum, placement, financial aid, and scholarships will also be addressed. 
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visit: www.ciis.edu/infosessions 
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SCHOOL OF UNDERGRADUATE SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL ONLINE PROGRAMS Philosophy and Religion 
STUDIES PSYCHOLOGY AND HEALTH integral and Transpersonal Asian Philosophies 
Bachelor's Degree Completion Program Clinical Psychology (PsyD) Psychology (PhD) and Cultures (MA, PhD) 
Interdisciplinary Studies (BA) Counseling Psychology (MA) Transformative Leadership (MA) Ecology, Spirituality, 
———————— SS <a Community Mental Health Transformative Studies (PhD) and Religion (MA, PhD) 
AMERICAN COLLEGE Ce Philosophy, Cosmology, and Consciousness 
OF TRADITIONAL Drama Therapy SCHOOL OF CONSCIOUSNESS (wa, Php) 
CHINESE MEDICINE Expressive Arts Therapy AND TRANSFORMATION Women’s Spirituality (PhD) 
Masters of Science in Traditional Chinese Integral Counseling Psychology Anthropology and Social Change Theatre-Performance Making (MFA) 
Medicine (MSTCM) Somatic Psychology ee Women, Gender, Spirituality, 
First Professional Doctorate (DACM) Human Sexuality (PhD) Creative Inquiry, and Social Justice (MA) 

= Interdisciplinary Arts (MFA) - 
Doctorate in Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine Integrative Health Studies (MA) Writing and Consciousness (MFA) 
(DAOM) East-West Psychology (MA, PhD) 
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website at www.ciis.edu, or call 415.575.6154. 
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BEST MUSICIAN TO LISTEN 
TO WHILE STUDYING OR 
DOING HOMEWORK 
Tycho 


tychomusic.com 

There’s no secret to helping you focus better — 
unless you count Adderall — but studies have shown 
that listening to music before or while performing 

a task can improve attention, memory, and even 
your ability to perform mental math. Instrumental, 
non-vocal music works best in this scenario. Tycho, 
the musical moniker of San Francisco producer and 
graphic designer Scott Hansen, has long been our go- 
to study soundtrack and for good reason: Hansen’s 
looping, guitar-driven melodies always seem to 
remain at the same tempo and make for perfect 
background noise that is motivating and propelling, 
rather than distracting. Even the track titles hint at 
Tycho’s productivity-inducing abilities, with names 
like “Awake,” “Ascension,” “Hours,” and “Dive.” 


BEST MUSICIAN TO 
LISTEN TO WHEN YOU'RE 
MISSING SUMMER 

Day Wave 


soundcloud.com/day-wave 

Day Wave, Marin native Jackson Phillips’ lo-f, 
indie-pop band, sounds like a red popsicle that melts 
between your fingers as you lick it while sitting 
Indian-style on a patch of grass. It’s the leaves 
rustling in the trees holding up your hammock, the 





sun filtering down on you through the branches. It’s 
a sour lemonade on a hot day, a warm summer night 
without a jacket, and a frenzy of bees gorging on a 
garden at full bloom. It’s hard to say what it is about 
Phillips’ music that evokes carefree, laid back 
summer vibes. Maybe it’s his fuzzed-out vocals 
or maybe it’s the synthesizer-drenched melodies? 
Whatever it is, just know that the next time it’s 
gray and pouring buckets outside, you can turn on 
Day Wave and, like light therapy for people with 
S.A.D., you'll instantly feel better. 


BEST VISUAL 
REPRESENTATION OF S.F. 
Colin Tilley’s video for 
Kendrick Lamar’s “Alright” 


Kendrick Lamar is from Compton, but Colin 
Tilley, the director of the music video for Lamar’s 
song “Alright” — which was nominated for four 
MTV Video Music Awards and was performed 

by the artist at the 2016 Grammy Awards — is 
Berkeley-born and -raised. As a result, bits of 
the Yay Area shine through in the video, from 
the opening shot of the Golden Gate Bridge to 
the regal Victorian homes and the skyscrapers 

of the Financial District. This is contrasted with 
scenes of groups of kids (including the Bay Area 
duo Los Rakas and rapper Ezale) dancing at a 
dock in Oakland, overlooking the skyline of San 
Francisco. At times, Tilley’s depictions of the Bay 
are eerie and dark, but it’s OK, because, as the 
song goes, we're going to be alright. 
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BEST DATE WITH BUILT- 
IN CONVERSATION 
STARTERS 

Oddball Films 


275 Capp St. 

415-558-8112 

oddballfilms.com 

Let’s face it: Grabbing a drink is the least exciting 
first date imaginable. It’s boring, and it makes you 
seem boring, too. Instead, bring your companion 
to Oddball Films, an aptly named DIY cinema in 
the heart of the Mission. Located in a dilapidated, 
nondescript warehouse with film reels literally 
piled high to the ceiling, Oddball is a film archive 
— housing stock footage, vintage cinema, bygone 
advertisements, and untold errata and oddities. 
On Thursday and Friday nights, they screen 
archival selections centered around loose themes, 
like teenage dating advice, surrealism, and Czech 
animation. It’s BYOB-friendly, cheap, and one of 
those completely idiosyncratic experiences that 
reminds you why, despite it all, this city is just so 
goddamn wonderful. 


BEST PLACE FOR FREE ART 


san Francisco Art Institute 
800 Chestnut St. 

415-771-7020 

Sfai.edu 

In the last year alone, the San Francisco Art 
Institute’s Walter and McBean Galleries have taken 
quite a beating. They’ve had a ton of concrete 
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poured down the steps, left to harden, and they’ve 
supported a multi-ton pool dedicated to underwater 
photography. On top of that, they’ve played host 

to octogenarian erotica, deconstructed Mexican 
cultural patrimony, and more. While the recently 
reopened SFMOMA is in its own league, a visit to 
SFAI might be more bewitching with its trips down 
the approachable, superbly curated avant-garde 
rabbit hole. Sheltering its artists from the dictates of 
commerce, SFAI invests in its residency program to 
yield consistently unique, wonderful shows. While 
it’s a cliché to say that “the building itself is art” — 
‘cause we're not talking about the Uffizi here — the 
Brutalist surroundings and killer, edge-of-Russian- 
Hill views ain’t too shabby, either. And it’s all free! 


BEST VENUE TO SEE AN 
ARTIST UP CLOSE AND 
PERSONAL 

Social Hall SF 


1270 Sutter St. 

415-777-1715 

socialhallsf.com 

There are a lot of risks involved with seeing a show. 
The sound could suck. The artist could be battling 
a sore throat. The guy standing next to you could 
accidentally spill his beer all over you. Anything could 
happen. But if you go to Social Hall SF, at least one 
thing won't be a bummer: You'll be able to get close 
enough to said-performer that you can touch the 
stage — or their feet, if you want to get kicked out. 
While some venues, like The Warfield, have pits in 
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front of the stage reserved for photographers, there 
are absolutely no barriers separating concertgoers 
from the stage (which isn’t even that tall) at Social 
Hall SE The stage itself is reminiscent of a high 
school auditorium from the 1930s, and the venue’s 
curved ceiling and enclosed space make for great 
acoustics. The only downside — if you don't get there 
early enough to station yourself near the stage — is 
that the floor isn’t slanted, so the vantage point from 
the back of the room isn’t the best. But then again, 
we were each born with two elbows for a reason: so 
that we can push our way through the crowd to get 
to the front. 


BEST VENUE TO SEE A 
SHOW IF YOU'RE A LAZY 
MOTHERFUCKER AND 
LOVE SITTING 

The Regency Ballroom 


1300 Van Ness Ave. 

415-673-5716 

theregencyballroom.com 

There are a number of reasons why you should see a 
show at The Regency Ballroom — its ornate, turn- 
of-the-century architecture and eclectic lineup of 
performers, to name a few — but no reason is more 
compelling than the venue’s ample seating. If you've 
been to The Regency before, you might not have 
noticed the rows upon rows of movie-theater-style 
seating (which actually are real movie-theater chairs 
dating from 1909, the year the venue was built) on 
the mezzanine level above the bar. Because of the 
sheer number of seats up there and the fact that 
most people are too preoccupied with getting an 
up-close view on the ground level, there is always 

a plethora of seating to choose from, with choice 
views, to boot. It also doesn’t hurt that the chairs are 
upholstered in velvet, especially if you're wearing a 
mini skirt. 


BEST NEW ART SPACE 


Minnesota Street Project 

1275 Minnesota St. 

415-243-0825 

minnesotastreetproject.com 

The night Minnesota Street Project opened its 
doors, a round-the-block line celebrated this much- 
needed new space. This sleek-yet-massive (35,000 
square feet!) warehouse in the Dogpatch offers a 
crucial lifeline to the arts in a city that is increasingly 
inhospitable to its creative class. Unlike a museum 
with a focused curatorial vision, the MSP (as it’s 
known) houses 12 separate galleries, each featuring 
its own unique microcosm — from contemporary 
video art to sculpture to heavyweight photography. 
For the socially inclined, people-watching reigns 

in a large gathering space with open trusses, steel, 
and oversized stairs. Beyond the visual delights, it’s 
also home to below-market-rate artist studios and a 
future Daniel Patterson restaurant. A one-stop shop, 


indeed. 


BEST LIVE VENUE 
Bottom of the Hill 


1233 17th St. 

415-626-4455 

bottomofthehill.com 

From tiny hole-in-the-wall clubs to historic 
performing halls, San Francisco boasts one of the 
nation’s best live music scenes. (Yeah, that’s right, 
Bold Italic 2.0.) Within the cozy confines of Potrero 
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Hill’s Bottom of the Hill, you'll find cheap beer, tasty 
food, and a roster of up-and-coming artists and 
punk bands destined for stardom. If you glance at 
the past calendars that are plastered on the walls of 
this 250-person venue, you'll see that some of rock's 
biggest names (The Strokes, Arcade Fire, Limp Bizkit) 
played here during their halcyon days. There is an 
immediacy about Bottom of the Hill — that feeling 
of manic musical energy — that hits you right as 

you enter its doors, where you get a glimpse of a tiny 
stage and have a feeling that the future of rock ’n’ roll 
could be unfolding in front of your eyes that night. 


BEST PLACE TO HEAR 
MUSIC, SEE ART, AND EAT 
FOOD (ALL AT ONCE) 

The Midway 


900 Marin St. 

themidwaysf.com 

Savvy San Franciscans already know this, but 

the Dogpatch is the place to be right now. The 
neighborhood's industrial roots means it has space 
to play with, and several new, artistically minded 
projects are doing very exciting things with that 
space. The Midway, located where Marin and Illinois 
streets intersect, is, roughly speaking, a music venue 
masquerading as an art gallery — with serious cross- 
cultural ambitions. Right now, the space is home to 
live music (of the club variety, mostly), with a bright, 
airy art gallery presenting works local and otherwise, 
plus subsidized studios for working artists. The 
future will bring 3-D surround-sound installations 
courtesy of a team called ENVELOP plus daily bites 
from an on-site cafe. 


BEST RANDOM JAZZ 
UARTET AT A BAR 


The Devil's Acre 

256 Columbus Ave. 

415-766-4363 

thedevilsacre.com 

Inhabitants of San Francisco's Barbary Coast were 

a rugged lot, but boy did those folks know how to 
drink. Cocktails and tinctures from the 1900s are 
the beverages of choice at The Devil's Acre, one of the 
newer ventures from Future Bars, the minds behind 
Bourbon & Branch and Local Edition. However, one 
of the best parts of The Devil's Acre has nothing to 
do with what’s in your glass, but rather what's in 
your ears. The live music is a welcome addition to 
the tasty libations, chiefly The Walter Earl Group, 
who take the stage each Sunday evening to tinge the 
atmosphere with smoky jazz. This is how nightcaps 
were intended to be. 


BEST PLACE TO OUTFOX 
YOUR FRIENDS 


Real Escape Game 

1812 Polk St. & 1746 Post St. 
realescapegame.com/pzrsf 

Perhaps you ve tired of walloping your friends at 
Halo, or the appeal of spending every Saturday night 
calling Lyfts outside of DNA Lounge at 2:30 a.m. is 
rapidly diminishing. If so, why not get 10 of your 
besties together and let some strangers lock you in 
a room for an hour? This is the basic conceit of Real 
Escape Game, a Japanese phenomenon that asks 
small groups to solve puzzles and use logic to escape 
from an enclosed space before time runs out. Things 
like hidden doorways, secret compartments, and 
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remember: Not everything is as it seems. 


BEST WAY TO GET 
CULTURED WITHOUT A TIE 
SF Opera Lab 


401 Van Ness Ave. 

415-864-3330 

sfopera.com/sfoperalab 

If finding your way to the War Memorial Opera House 
for a performance of Carmen or The Magic Flute isn’t in 
the cards, SF Opera Lab is here to bring the experience 
to you. Conceived as a pop-up show, SF Opera Lab has 
already mounted three productions at the Taube Atrium 
Theater, as well as appearances at the 2016 Edwardian 
Ball, The Chapel, and Public Works. With themed 
cocktails and no dress code, SF Opera Lab provides 
non-aristocracy with a rare opportunity to see the art 
form up close and personal — while slightly buzzed and 
wearing Converse. 


BEST DANCE PARTY 
Mother at Oasis Nightclub & 
Cabaret 


298 1th St. 

415-795-3180 

sfoasis.com 

The monthly phenomenon formerly known as 
Trannyshack may have undergone a name change — 
and become a weekly event — but it hasn't stopped the 
party from raging full force. Hosted by Oasis denizen 
and local drag legend Heklina, Mother is an exercise 

in San Francisco realness. Often themed to celebrate 
pop royalty, be it Nicki Minaj or David Bowie, a night at 
Mother is the best way to cut loose (plus no bachelorette 
parties allowed!). Popular drag queens visiting from 
afar often stop by with their own productions as well, 
including a recent visit from RuPaul’s Drag Race Season 
7 favorite Ginger Minj. Amid costume changes and stiff 
cocktails is a welcoming atmosphere that invites all to 
leave their bullshit at the door, throw back a shot, and 
revel in the magic of a Saturday night. 


BEST PLACE TO SEE FINE 
ART INSPIRED BY WES 
ANDERSON 

Spoke Art “Bad Dads” Show 


816 Sutter St. 

415-796-3774 

spoke-art.com 

Once a year, the popular art gallery known as Spoke 
Art transforms into a landscape of Wes Anderson 
wonder. “Bad Dads” is an Anderson-inspired show that 
owner Ken Harman has mounted since 2011, a group 
outing that features everything from lithographs to a 
meticulously recreated diorama of The Life Aquatic’s 
chief vessel, the Belafonte. (Also worth mentioning are 
the pink Mendl’s boxes, the patisserie from Anderson’s 
The Grand Budapest Hotel, and custom-made Adidas 
shoes featuring the “Team Zissou” slogan.) Spoke Art 
is a year-round marriage of contemporary art and pop 
culture, but “Bad Dads” is perhaps its crown jewel. After 
all, it was the great Eli Cash who once said, “I always 
wanted to be a Tenenbaum, you know?” 


BEST THING TO HELP YOU 
LOVE THE MISSION AGAIN 


OMG, the Mission is so over. It’s like the worst. The 
last time we ventured over there, we were run down by 
a Tesla, and some Dropbox bros stole our jump rope. 

If you're feeling similarly Mission-averse these days, 
you must check out the newly reopened David Ireland 
House. Ireland, a conceptual artist who died in 2009, left 
behind an occasionally cryptic but frequently hilarious 
body of work ranging from brooms tethered together (a 
piece that’s in SFMOMA's permanent collection) to ajar 
filled with uneaten birthday cake. Obsessed with glossy, 
polyurethane-coated walls and the history of his own 
home, Ireland made high-speed recordings describing the 
skyline from his window and fashioned chandeliers out 
of propane cans. The 90-minute tours are $20 for adults, 
and reveal how San Francisco's singular practitioner 

of life-as-art operated for decades — a Duchamp in 

the midst of a decayed neighborhood that was then 
completely Tesla-free. 


BEST WORST S.F. SPINOFF 
Fuller House 


San Francisco’s favorite (fictional) family made its 
return this spring with Netfix’s Fuller House. While 
this Full House spin-off offers a new take on a’90s 
favorite, the jokes just never seem to land and the plot 
lines feel like they have been dusted off more than 
Danny Tanner’s living room furniture. For viewers who 
are disappointed that no one drove a car through the 
kitchen in Season 1, rest assured: The writers probably 
have that in the works for Season 2. Although this reboot 
left much to be desired, audiences tuning in for a dose of 
nostalgia won't be disappointed. The series stars Candace 
Cameron Bure, Jodie Sweetin, and Andrea Barber along 
with newcomers Michael Champion, Elias Harger, and 
Soni Bringas. 


MOST S.F-OBSESSED ARTIST 
Wendy MacNaughton 


If San Francisco is full of microclimates, it’s also full 
of microcultures. These are the cultures that Wendy 
MacNaughton inhabits, like the area around Sixth 
and Mission streets, whose daily scenes of transience 
and permanence come alive in MacNaughton’s 
drawings and words. It’s the unique combination 

of text and illustration, and the utter humanism 

that MacNaughton conveys in her reporting, that 
makes her work so compelling. MacNaughton’s 2014 
book, Meanwhile in San Francisco: The City in Its Own 
Words, is required reading for anyone new to the 

city. “I'm a draw-er who writes,” she recently told SF 
Weekly. In other words, MacNaughton covers San 
Francisco from all angles, giving people views of the city 
that seem entirely new. 


BEST CIVIC-MINDED ARTIST 
Jeremy Fish 


When the San Francisco Arts Commission wanted 
someone to dress up City Hall for the building’s 100th 
anniversary last year, and become the structure's first 
artist-in-residence, it took a leap of faith by choosing 
Jeremy Fish. The leap paid off for the city and for 

Fish, whose eccentric illustrations of “100 things all 

San Franciscans should love about their city” included 
pigeons with knapsacks, and Fish’s head peeking out 
from the building’s dome. Fish’s wicked bunny sculptures, 
like the one he put up a few years ago in the Lower 
Haight, are legendary in S.F art circles. A New York 
transplant, Fish has embraced San Francisco as much as 
the city has embraced him. 
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TRE MBSIC OF JOHN WILLS 


FROM STAR WARS 








The Music of John Williams Beethoven's Ninth Symphony Star Trek: The Ultimate Voyage 
SELECTIONS FROM STAR WARS, WITH THE SF SYMPHONY & CHORUS A 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
HARRY POTTER, JURASSIC PARK, AND MORE! WITH THE SF SYMPHONY 


Please note: This performance does not include film clips. 
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Ratatouille in Concert 
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Gershwin & Bernstein 
WITH THE SF SYMPHONY 








Tele ceneessee 


An Evening in Paris A Russian Celebration 
WITH MADELEINE PEYROUX FEATURING WORKS BY TCHAIKOVSKY, 
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Final Symphony Pink Martini 


MUSIC FROM FINAL FANTASY® VI, VII, AND X WITH THE SF SYMPHONY 


Please note: This performance does not include film clips. 





SAN FRANCISCO 


SYMPHONY 


MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS - MUSIC DIRECTOR 








SFSYMPHONY.ORG/SUMMER 415-864-6000 





SUMMER WITH THE SYMPHONY SPONSORS 
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Concerts at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices subject to change. *Subject to availability. 
Box Office Hours Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat noon-6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts 
Walk Up Grove Street between Van Ness and Franklin 
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The Mitche all Brothers O'Farrell Theatre is a strip tease club at 895, O'Farrell 
Street near San Francisco's Tenderloin neighborhood. Opened as an X-rated 

movie theater by Jim and Artie Mitchell on July 4, 1969, the O'Farrell remains 


one of America's Oldest and most notorious adult-entertainment establishments. 


By 1980, the nightspot had popularized close-contact lap dancing, which 
would become thé norm in striptease Clubs nationwide. 


cL. F C __ 





“The Place to goin San Francisco” ~- Playboy Magazine 


895 O'Farrell St, San Francisco CA, 94109 
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500 Divisadero Street (at Fell) / madroneartbar.com 
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BAM: 


NEW HIGH TECH BARTENDING SCHOOL IN S.FE WANTS TO CAUSE A STIR 
Local Bartending Vets to Open a Different Kind of Bartending School in MidMarket 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA — There's a new 
bartending school on Market Street that 
blends smart technology into a new 
method of training bartenders. Local 
bartenders and industry veterans lead 
the charge with a vision to change the 
current stigma associated with bartend- 
ing school. 

The hightech tools are the first 
of their kind for the industry. CABAM 
has engineered software that pairs with 
tilt sensors to build a training system 
that tracks every move of the student 
and provides realtime feedback. Shawn 
Refoua, the creative director, claims this 
is the first time in the food and beverage 
industry where “real time feedback is 
incorporated with pourtracking technol- 
ogy. The sensors are attached to bottles 
that are wirelessly fed into a custom ap- 
plication on iPads attached to the bar top. 
Each of the 15 stations has its own iPad, 
and individually tracks student perfor- 
mance through a gamified interface of 
custom lessons and drills. The resulting 
experience is “addictive” yet “actually 
practical,’ says one student from the first 
training group, Kimberly Han. 

But if the shiny tech doesnt 
catch your eye, the interior just might: the 
sleek handcarved bar helps familiarize the 
student with the ins and outs of a stan- 
dard setup, while the colorful wooden 
wall panels, elaborate array of pipes and 








faucets, and museum of antique shakers 
make the training not only useful but a 
memorable learning experience forany 
cocktail enthusiast. 

More than the tech, however, the 
reputation ofthe CABAMteaminthecity’s 
bartending scene is what really sets the 
school apart. The teaching staff and part- 
ners are locally known, and their new 
school can benefit from this clout in a 
profession where the skilled rarely go 
to schools—or even admit to having 
gone. CABAMSs goal is to challenge this 
bias, which according to Refoua is “an 
arbitrary cultural phenomenon behind 
the selffulfilling prophecy keeping low 
quality schools alive’. The hope is that 
a sophisticated, up to date curriculum 
will finally put bartending schools on the 
radar of the industry. 


Please visit bartendingsf.com for more 
information. 
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READERS POLL WINNERS 
BEST BEER BEST MARTINI 
SELECTION 
BEST MEZCAL BAR 
BEST BLOODY MARY 
BEST NEW BAR 
BEST DIVE BAR 
BEST NEW CLUB 
BEST GAY 
FRIENDLY BAR 
BEST PUB CRAWL 
BEST HAPPY HOUR 
BEST ROOFTOP 
BEST KARAOKE 
BEST SINGLES BAR 
BEST LIVE MUSIC 
VENUE 
BEST SPORTS BAR 
BEST LOCAL BREWERY 


BEST COCKTAIL 


BEST COCKTAIL BAR 


BEST MARGARITA 


BEST STRIP CLUB 


BEST TEQUILA BAR 


BEST WINE BAR 


JUNE 7-19 


MCCOY TYNER TRIBUTE 
w/Chick Corea, Kenny Barron, Joe Lovano & more 
+ special appearance by McCoy Tyner 6]19 


ROY AYERS 6\i8 


GORDON GOODWIN’S BIG PHAT BAND 6)11 


ZOE KEATING 6115 


ALLEN TOUSSAINT TRIBUTE w/Stanton Moore, 
Nicholas Payton & Cyril Neville 619 


CLAUDIA QUINTET 6|18-19 


CYRILLE AIMEE 6|10-11 


BRIA SKONBERG 6|14 


201 Franklin Street (at Fell) 
=) pt) AWA 4a allaee TICKETS > SFJAZZ.org * 866.920.5299 
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‘From SanmMateo north to the city. 
“Great variety of strains*for all medical needs! 20% off your first delivery 
for new patients for the month of May 2016 
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BEST DEAL ON CRAFT 
BEER IN AMERICA 


2140 Market St. 

415-487-1313 

The world nearly stopped last year when rumors 
that this well-graffitied, deeply historied Market 
Street rock ’n’ roll bar would be knocked down 
and turned into condos started circulating. 
Lesson learned: Everything is temporary, 
including happy hour, so the time to roll in and 
grab a cheap pint is now. This barn-sized bar’s 
status in the local drinking circuit is well-known, 
but less-advertised — until now; you're welcome 
— is the true silver tuna. The bar has sucha 
good reputation that it’s scored an account with 
always-in-demand, oft-out-of supply Russian 
River Brewery, makers of Pliny the Younger. 
While you won't find pours of that mythic brew 
for a dollar off, you can get Blind Pig, Pliny the 
Elder, or whatever other Russian River keg is on 
tap — and at happy hour, a beer that could cost 
you $9 and up at the hip restaurant up the street 
is yours for the price of a few songs on the CD 
jukebox. 


BEST SHOT OF OUZO 


340 Bayshore Blvd. 

415-826-0753 

You may measure your true 415 cred by the 
amount of times you've strolled into the diner 
that “never close[s]” (as the sign says), sidled 
up to the bar, ordered a drink, and received a 
shot of ouzo on the house — without blinking, 
looking sideways, or feeling the need to keep an 
open line to flee for the exit. Silver Crest claims 
not to have closed since 1970 — not even on 
Christmas, not even after Loma Prieta — which 
is about the same time the decor or lighting was 
updated. There’s a staff of about two here: one 
to operate the large, well-lit eatery in front that 
boasts dinner plate-sized donuts as well as a 
hand-painted menu that is also frozen in time, 
and another to run the small, dark bar area in 
back (which does close between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m., 
but that’s it). The patrons here are all regulars, 
so they’ll suss out a newcomer in a moment. But 
take a deep breath, sip your drink, shoot a game 
of pool, and listen to the music coming from 
the boombox on the wall (unless they fixed the 
vintage juke recently). Next thing you know, it 
may well be 46 years later. 
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BEST WINE CLUB 
Ferry Plaza Wine 


Merchant 

1 Ferry Building, Shop 23 

415-391-9400 

fpwm.com 

Please: Stop boring your friends with your 
expansive knowledge of Napa Cab’s jamminess, 
and stow your expert Pinot recommendations 
for just a second. Allow your worldview to 
expand beyond the Bay Area — or, if you haven't 
yet uncorked insufferability, enter the often 
confusing and humongous world of bacchanal 
pleasures with a trusted guide. Every month, the 
master merchants select a few bottles to send 
your way. But the best part about joining the 
Ferry Plaza Wine Merchant’s monthly wine club, 
beyond curated preferences — pick a white-only, 
red-only, or now that summer is upon us, two 

to four bottles of handpicked rosé! — is that 

it allows you to return once your shipment is 
exhausted, armed with knowledge, and prepared 
for the discount on future purchases. 


BEST IRISH PUB 
O’Keeffe's 


598 Fifth Ave. at Balboa 

415-751-1449 

You can enter many an “Irish pub” in San 
Francisco with an ample Guinness flow and trad 
music on the PA that is about as Irish as a bowl 
of Lucky Charms floating in green beer. There 

is no Guinness on tap here in this small Inner 
Richmond corner bar, but don’t let that fool you: 
This is the real Mac Aodha. The walls are covered 
with hurling posters, flags of counties back in 
Ireland, and newspaper clippings and other 
nuggets of Irish-American lore dating back to the 
1960s. If you insist on a dark pour, owner Annie 
O’Keeffe — yes, that’s her name on the sign 
outside — will keep cracking cans of Guinness 
open for you as long as you need. 





JOIN US FOR BRUNCH ON THE PATIO! 


Sat & Sun 11AM - 3PM | theyankee.com > 
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BEST NEIGHBORHOOD 
DIVE 


Flanahan's 

3805 Noriega St. 

415-665-2424 

flanahans.com 

A dive, friends, is not measured by the number 

of out-of-order taps, shady characters slumped 

at the bar, or questionable stains. A dive is 
comfortable, a lived-in (or drank-in) space 

where regulars and bartenders can keep a 
running tab going back weeks in their heads and 
pretentiousness stays at the door for risk of being 
86'd. Out on the avenues, there are patrons who 
have been ambling through Flanahan’s swinging 
doors for decades who rub elbows with regulars of 
just a few months, everyone tippling at equal ease 
(although with so much Jameson poured here, 
there is a brown-colored spill or two). A narrow 
space dominated by a long bar in front of two 
dart boards, Flan’s is the ideal spot for surfers 
and beachcombers to warm up after walking up 
from nearby Ocean Beach. And it’s open at 8 a.m., 
early enough for true dive status. 


BEST RECLAIMED DIVE 
BAR 
Ha-Ra Club 


875 Geary St. 

415-673-3148 

harasf.com 

The Tenderloin was set to lose another 
irreplaceable when the Ha-Ra Club — a low- 
ceilinged dive of the slummiest reputation, long 
fallen into neglect, but nevertheless beloved 

for strong pours, idiosyncratic bartenders, 

and a long history — was taken over by the 
crew who run Ace’s and Dobbs Ferry. Then 
something magical happened: They improved it. 
The joint’s been classed up — there are actually 
beers on tap now, plus solid classic cocktails at 
neighborhood-regular-friendly prices — but 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


SAN FRANCISCO’S FUNKIEST CLUB 


1601 FILLMORE STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CA | gle 673. 8000 
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OPEN TUESDAY - SUNDAY ‘TIL 2 AM+ 
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‘LIVE MUSIC STARTS AT 9:30 UNLESS INDICATED 


HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 4:00 - 8:00 PM 
S4 WELLS | $4 DRAFTS | $3 PBR| $2 OFF ALL LIQOUR 
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TUE, JUN 14 


HOLY FUCK 
DOOMSQUAD 


WED, JUN 15 
SEPALCURE 
BESHKEN 

THU, JUN 16 

THE DONKEYS 
GOODNIGHT, TEXAS 


MAHGEETAH 


FRI, JUN 17 
pe) Ve) 


TUE, JUN 7 


1,10] (ego 


BILLY CHANGER, WINTER 


THU, JUN 9 
THE MOWGLI'S 


POMS, 
THE atasiNte COMMITTEE 


FRI, JUN 10 


MSTRKRFT 
IO ECHO (DJ SET) 


SAT, JUN 11 
LYRICS BORN 


Me meni: FRANKENREITER 
BATTLES TOM CURREN 


628 DIVISADERO ST. AT HAYES, SAN FRANCISCO / TICKETS: TICKETFLY.COM & 877.435.9849 
OR AT BOX OFFICE, MONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM - 6PM (10 PM ON SHOW NIGHTS) 
INFO: 415.771.1421 / ALL SHOWS 21+ / GENERAL ADMISSION / VERY LIMITED SEATING 
PAID PARKING LOT : PANHANDLE PARKING ON BAKER BETWEEN FELL & OAK 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT »- APECONCERTS.COM f FACEBOOK.COM/INDEPENDENTSF 
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Leo's Oyster Bar 


Bi... 


original divey elements like the exposed brick 
walls and red velvet accents on the bar are still 
in place. Tradition appears to matter for Ha-Ra’s 
new operators, who proudly display portraits of 
the wrestler and boxer founders (as well as the 
.32 handgun discovered during renovation, now 
framed and unloaded behind the bar). Let this 
be a model to follow for the rest of the city: It 

is possible to move things along while retaining 
soul, character, and a little bit of grit. 


BEST BAR FOR 
SLUMMING IT 
Geary Club 


768 Geary St. 

The true Tenderloin dive bar is an endangered 
species, a fact driven home by the sudden demise 
last year of the 21 Club at Turk and Taylor. What 
spirit that lived there migrated a few blocks up 
and has settled into one of the stools in this 
subterranean windowless tunnel of a watering 
hole. Signless and nearly anonymous on the 
street, and entered via a portal akin to a cellar 
door, the Geary Club has no beers on tap, no 
frills, plenty of ancient tile and curious polymers, 
and bartenders who may ask you to commandeer 
the jukebox, offer you a shot, and instruct you to 
get the fuck out in one breath. ‘That, kids, is how 
it used to be done. Go check it out before it’s gone 
forever — just remember to bring cash, stow your 
smartphone, and have sharp wits. 
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BEST “BUSINESS LUNCH” 


Leo's Oyster Bar 

568 Sacramento St. 

415-872-9982 

leossf.com 

As much as venture capital or entrepreneurial 
vision, the lifeblood of business is libations. It 
wasn't “innovation” that powered the heyday 

of American business and industry; it was 
innovation sparked by a dose of Vitamin V at 
lunchtime. There is much that Herb Caen and 
his contemporaries would appreciate about FiDi 
hideaway Leo’s, the product of the same team 
that brought back his beloved Park Tavern. 
There's the skylight splashing the sun on 

wicker furniture and the tropical wallpaper; the 
seafood-heavy menu featuring oysters, crab, and 
some brainpower-inspiring sea urchin among 
the banker-friendly dinner choices; the “Mr. 
Nicholas’ Liquid Lunch” of a Martini and pickled 
vegetables, as well as the other specialty cocktails 
designed in-house. Leo’s now opens at 11 a.m. 
during the week, which might mean it’s hard to 
get much done when “lunch” stretches until well 
after dark. Hey, you were trying to be productive 
like they did on Mad Men. 


BEST PLACE TO SIP ROSE 


Hotel Biron 

45 Rose St. 

415-703-0403 

hotelbiron.com 

The rent’s beyond too damn high, your roommate 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


won't shut up about his worthless-yet-about- 
to-be-sold app, and you're this close to driving 
for Uber, not riding in one. Face it: Being a San 
Franciscan in 2016 has many pitfalls. There are 
no shortages of reasons for asking if it’s not 
past time to become an expatriate. A romantic 
notion, sure, one you can only feed as you settle 
into a sofa with a glass of wine, with candlelight 
bouncing off of the exposed brick wall behind 
you. ‘What might it be like to live in Paris?” you 
ask yourself. Would you share banter and jokes 
with wine experts in a little cave of a wine bar, 
tucked away in an alley, over a slab of wood big 
enough for four or five stools? Would you find 

a table in a dark corner and steal a glance at the 
couple lost in each other’s eyes, as you asked for 
what pour of Provence would pair best with your 
charcuterie plate? Maybe that’s when you realize 
true escape is just a glass or two away. 


BEST PLACE TO DRINK 
WITH A GIANT 


128 Willie Mays Plaza 
giants.mlb.com/sf/gc1883/ 

No passwords or prowess will gain you entry 

to the Gotham Club, the San Francisco Giants’ 
answer to the city’s fascination with speakeasies 
and secret locales. Situated behind the out-of- 
town scoreboard in right field, it is a respite for 
the baseball elite, featuring swanky decorations, 
a game room with a bowling alley and billiard 
tables, and a clubhouse for when Matt Cain’s 
latest start is just too much to take. While a 
membership will set you back $1,250 a year (after 
the $2,500 initiation fee), the cost may be worth 
it, as it gives you the best opportunity around to 
share a whiskey neat with some of the biggest 
names from the game’s past and present. 


BEST BAR TO STARE AT 
BOOBS 


600 Geary St. 

415-771-3145 

If you like boobs — and staring at them to your 
heart’s content — then you should mosey on 
over to High Tide. Granted, the boobs we’re 
talking about are made out of oil paint and 
hanging on a wall behind the bar, but they’re 
real nice — plump and round, milky white in 
hue, and demurely framed by a white feather 
boa. In fact, they’re almost better than the real 
thing because you can leer and stare all you want 
without getting slapped in the face or showered 
with a barrage of expletives. It doesn’t hurt that 
the drinks here are stiff (though there’s no happy 
hour) or that there’s a pool table. Be forewarned 
though: It’s cash only. 


MOST RIDICULOUS DRAG 
NIGHT 


At The Edge 

4149 18th St. 

415-863-4027 

edgesf.com 

One consequence of drag becoming almost 
mainstream is that the different subcategories of 
drag are better able to differentiate themselves. If 
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you want sassy event hostessing, unimpeachable 
realness, or septuagenarian dance moves, you 
can have your pick of places. But if you want a 
ridiculous evening of well-curated performances 
— on an exceptionally tiny stage — check out 
The Edge on Thursday nights. The Monster Show, 
the Castro’s longest-running drag show, has 
maintained its standards of absurdist excellence 
even after the passing of co-founder Cookie 
Dough in 2015. Hosted in turns by Sue Casa, 
Sugah Betes, and LOL McFiercen, it’s where you'll 
find Rihanna battling it out with Beyoncé, and 
Taylor versus Miley, along with tributes to Prince 
(and possibly Lisa Frank). Don’t forget a fat roll 
of singles to tip your queens, because these ladies 
don’t mumble through their lip-synchs, and some 
of them bite back. Cookie would be proud. 


BEST SHUFFLEBOARD 
TABLE 


1085 Sutter St. 

415-441-4232 

flybarsf.com 

If you're like us, and you appreciate the slap- 
happy singles style of Tony Gwynn to the deep- 
ball threat of Barry Bonds, then the shuffleboard 
table at Fly Bar on Larkin and Sutter is definitely 
your speed. It’s like half the normal size of a 
regulation board — a standard enforced by the 
United States Bartenders’ Guild — which means 
that placement and strategy take precedent over 
speed and power. It’s also made huge wimps out 
of us — when we play on normal tables at El Rio 
or Boozeland, we cower in fear at the distance 
our weak little arms are expected to push the 
puck (a situation that only gets worse the more 
drinks we imbibe). Nah — Fly Bar, where you can 
also munch on some delicious wings and enjoy 
awesome drink specials, and its kid-friendly 
dimensions, is the place. 


BEST TENDERLOIN BAR 
FOR WATCHING THE 
GIANTS AND MEETING 
TL LOCALS 


496 Eddy St. 

415-501-0327 

With neighborhood institutions like the 21 Club 
closing to make way for yuppie cocktail bars, 
Brown Jug remains an oasis — and one that 
takes full advantage of the state’s operating hours 
window, 6 a.m. to 2 a.m. daily. This watering hole 
is not for the faint of heart, or for anyone who 
takes fresh sage in their drinks. And don't call it a 


dive just because they have Busch beer by the can. 


It’s oh so much more. What you'll find at Brown 
Jug is alcohol, and lots of it; eccentric locals who 
might ask you to spin up a blunt for them if you 
have such skills; afternoon drunks who curiously 
know way too much about city politics; courteous 
if unamused bartenders who might just let you 
smoke inside — but you didn’t hear that from 

us — anda couple TVs playing Giants baseball 
whenever it’s on. And since it doesn’t inspire the 
crowds of some of its upscale neighbors, there’s 
always a seat for a big game. (It’s an even year, 
right?) 





class dive on Larkin Street has been around since 
the early 1960s — having been a bar of whatever 
kind for over a century — and it’s probably the 
best place in San Francisco to have a random 
encounter, cheaply. Want to watch a savant guess 
every Jeopardy! clue correctly from the next 
stool while drinking a beer priced for patrons on 
a fixed income? Come here. There are gay bars 

we would love to resurrect (The Lexington Club, 
Esta Noche) and gay bars over which we probably 
wouldn’t cry too hard if they vanished (‘The Café), 
but we genuinely hope The Gangway lives forever. 


GAY BAR WE HOPE WILL 
LIVE FOREVER 


841 Larkin St. 

415-776-6828 

In this city, the gay-bar funeral procession 
starts up every six months when another one 
announces its impending closure. But when The 
Gangway said in January that it was getting 
sold and then rescinded the news in April, we 
found ourselves hanging out there all the time, 
enjoying the hell out of the place. This working- 


Award Winning Karaoke Bar since 1992! 
As featured on TV: 
Best Karaoke Bar - SF Weekly 2005 - 2014, 
ZAGAT Rated Excellence 2007 - 2015, 
SF Bay Guardian, Best Of The Bay 2005 - 2014, 
KPIX Channel 5, KQED Channel, 
“2010 Best of the Baylist Winner - SF Chronicle” 
and Best of AOL 


WHERE THE STARS COME TO PARTY! 


The Bay Area’s Entertainment HOT SPOT! 
Karaoke 365 days a year! 


The Mint 2PM - 2AM DAILY 


Karaoke Lounge 
1942 Market Street 
415.626.4726 


www.themint.net 


Having a birthday, anniversary, office party? 
Don’t delay! Call to book your party now! 


$1 OFF DRAFTS 


$5 PREMIUM COCKTAILS 
$5 FOOD SPECIALS 


SHOWING 
UFC 


PAY PER VIEW MATCHES 


3200 24TH STREET @ S. VAN NESS | 415-550-7510 
| 75 
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WENDY STORCH 


would like to thank her wonderful clients and the 
readers and writers of SF Weekly for voting her 
the #1 Realtor in the 2015 Best of San Francisco. 


“Wendy was with us every Step of the way In buying our first home, combining deep expertise of the market with a strong 
perspective on how to get deals done. Responsive, tireless and a great listener, she is not afraid to share her opinions and 
cares deeply about both the process and the outcome. Wendy's become a trusted advisor and her great sense of Style, 
possibilities and humor made it a pleasure to have her accompany us on the journey!” - Nancy S., Cole Valley 


A trusted Agent... she listens, commits, and makes deals happen. 


¢ 17 years of Real Estate Experience, passion for customer service, love of San Francisco 

¢ Top 1% of Agents in Residential Home Sales in San Francisco 

¢ Member of the Real Estate Round Table of San Francisco, lop Agent Network, and SFMOMA Curators Circle 
¢ San Francisco resident for over 30 years 


. th b A Wendy@WendyStorch.com | 415.519.6091 
O eC Vy S CaIBRE # 01355516 

WendyStorch.com 
INTERNATIONAL REALTY 


Sotheby's International Realty and the Sotheby's International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. 
Sotheby's International Realty does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the property provided by the seller or obtained from public records or other sources. 
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